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From the Regional Couple

Dear Friends in Teams
Summer is a magical time, when days are longer thanks to late sunsets and the whole island comes alive
from coast to coast with events and festivals galore.
Every six years, the Teams of Our Lady organise an international gathering to enable Team members from
all over the world to come together. This summer we are delighted to be able to participate in such a
Gathering in Fatima which gives us the opportunity to reflect upon the meaning of Pilgrimage, firstly as a
couple and then within the movement as a whole.
Following our return from Fatima we will be looking forward to the World Meeting of Families in Dublin
which has been chosen by Pope Francis and guided by the theme “The Gospel of the Family : Joy to the
World “. The WMOF is probably the most significant event for marriage and the family that has occurred
in Ireland and it is vitally important that we support it in every way we can. “Teams” will be having their
own stand in the RDS from Wed 22nd – 25th August in Hall 1 stand No 44 and if you have time to volunteer
we would be grateful, as we will be open up to 8pm each day.
R/C Weekend
As you know this is the main event in the “Teams” year and this year we are praying for many graces as it
will be held at Our Lady’s shrine in Knock, Co Mayo. The Knock of 1879 was an out of the way village,
not long recovered from the Great Famine. On the evening of August 21st with the rain lashing, 15
villagers claimed to see holy apparitions on the side of the Catholic Church, suddenly aglow. In the centre
appeared the Virgin Mary, her eyes trained heavenward and by her side, St. Joseph and St. John the
Evangelist. Behind the three was an altar upon which rested a lamb. The images neither moved nor spoke.
Mother Mary is often called “Our Lady of the Roses” because these beautiful flowers are one of her
symbols. In fact the name Rosary means “a garland of roses”. Mary is the Queen of spiritual flowers and
therefore is called the Rose for the rose is called the most beautiful of all flowers. But moreover she is the
Mystical Rose being the only human who was immaculately conceived without sin.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all God’s blessing and a lovely summer.
Jim and Elaine Keogh
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ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

As you know we are encouraged to give, where possible, one day’s pay or whatever you can
afford.
Contributions are normally collected at the June assessment meeting and can be forwarded
to your Sector Couple or directly to ourselves at:
19 Rockhill Avenue, Salthill, Galway.

(091 528409)

If you wish to pay directly to the Teams Bank Account, the details are:
IBAN:

IE94 AIBK 9334 5710 2411 80

BIC: AIBKIE2D
BRANCH ADDRESS:

9 Terenure Rd., Rathgar, Dublin 6.

Please include narrative identifying yourself and your team.
Please do not send cash in the post.
God bless,
Billy and Ann Hyland
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News from around the Region
Dublin
There is now less than 3 months left to the World Meeting of Families, from 21st to 26th August.
Preparations are at advanced stage. You may wish to take note of the following information.
Registration for programme – urgent.
One-day registration for Friday, 24th August, is already closed. There are still some places left for one day
registrations for Wednesday, and Thursday, 22-23 August. So if you hope to attend we would urge you to
register straightaway. Remember, tickets to the Festival of Families and the Pope’s Mass are issued to
those who register for the programme.
Pope’s Visit.
The Pope is currently scheduled to arrive on Saturday, 25th August for the Festival of Families in Croke
Park. This will be a very special event. Places are very limited, so this is another reason to register
straightaway. Special arrangements are being made to organise entrance and exit for traffic control
purposes. This may include people from various parts of Dublin being assigned to particular entrance/exit
gates. Details will be provided when tickets are issued.
The Papal Mass
This will take place in the Phoenix Park. Plans are being made to accommodate up to 500,000. This will be
a ticketed event for health and safety and security purposes, but there will be no charge. For those not
registered, booking will have to be online. If you have not registered, we would urge you to look out for the
issuing of the tickets and book online straightaway.
Accommodation
Much progress has been made by the WMOF administration in arranging accommodation for those coming
from abroad. In our own case, we have been arranging accommodation for a small number of Teams
couples, mainly from the UK. Given that registration etc is now virtually complete, we do not expect too
many more requests. We are, therefore, in a position to offer accommodation to couples from outside the
Dublin area. If you might need accommodation, please contact Gerry & Grace at email
mangan42@gmail.com and/or on mobile 087 2373106.
Overseas attendance at WMOF
There are already over 12,000 from abroad registered to attend the WMOF. There are attendees from every
continent and from many individual countries. Excitement is building! So we would urge you to be
involved.
Summer Outing
Before all of that, the Summer Outing for the Dublin Sector will take place on Sunday, 1st July. The
venue is Newbridge House, Donabate, Co. Dublin. It is billed as the most complete Anglo – Irish Estate in
Ireland. The day starting at 11 am, will commence with a conducted tour of the House. That will be
followed by lunch (bring packed lunch) in their spacious coffee shop. At your leisure you can then tour the
farm. There are no conducted tours, but it will provide an opportunity to chat etc as you see all aspects of
the farm. You can then explore further the spacious grounds. Children are welcome and fully catered for.
We will be in touch with further details nearer the time. In the meantime, put the date in your diary.
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Result of Referendum
The size of the vote to repeal the 8th Amendment has come as a surprise to both sides. As you know, the
repeal vote was particularly high in Dublin. Given the position of the Pope and Catholic teaching it could
put a damper on the WMOF. However, up to 3 months will have elapsed by then. There are also at least a
further two phases to be undertaken now. The first phase in the short term is to ensure that the legislation
reflects the will of the people. An exit poll found that up to 25 per cent of those who voted for repeal had
reservations about the proposed unrestricted access to abortion up to 12 weeks. Together with the 33 per
cent who voted ‘no’ that would give up to 50 per cent with such reservations. It could be argued that this
should be reflected in the proposed legislation.
One issue that both sides are in agreement on is that abortion is not a desired or a good outcome. In
addition, therefore, to all the steps being taken ‘as a matter of urgency’ to facilitate access to abortion here,
steps should also be taken to develop a comprehensive set of policies that will support as many as possible,
including those with ‘crisis pregnancies’, to opt to have their baby. People in a sense did not vote for
abortion as such but for choice. Government policy and society should work to ensure that women have a
real choice to have their baby and the support subsequently in rearing their children.
Wishing all a happy and safe summer,
Gerry and Grace Mangan

Belfast
There have been a number of health problems within each team. Consequently we have postponed our
usual Spring retreat until the Autumn, probably September.
We would like to welcome baby Cora, who has been born to Aoibheann and Gary, giving Margaret Lambe
the gift of another grand-child.
Many of us are busy with grand-children who are a real blessing and we continually thank God for them.
Charlie and Maureen Mc Mullan have been involved in a parish based programme, studying ‘Amoris
Laetitia’ This is in preparation for The World Meeting of Families in August. They request prayers for an
elderly couple whom they visit regularly.
Moyra and Brendan Bunting ask that we all remember their son Dermot in our prayer. He has been ill for a
number of weeks with pancreatitis. He is recovering very slowly.
We are all enjoying the beautiful weather, getting our gardens into shape and simply revelling in the bright
sunshine.
We send our love and prayers to all team members.
God Bless,
Deirdre and Declan Kennedy
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Mullingar
Our annual retreat had to be cancelled due to the bad weather, so we had an evening of prayer and
reflection on Friday 23rd March, led by Fr. Declan Hurley, formerly from our parish here in Mullingar, and
a former chaplain of Team 4, the current sector team.
23 of us gathered in La Verna in Ballinderry at 6.00 p.m., and we were warmly welcomed by the
Franciscan Sisters who have a beautiful, prayerful venue for such gatherings. We noticed that they hold
prayer evenings for the general public on Wednesdays and Fridays also.
Fr. Declan, who is now based in Navan, is a chaplain to a Team in Navan.
The theme of the retreat was inspired by the forthcoming World Meeting of Families and Fr. Hurley
referred us to the four invocations at the end of the “Prayer for families” – the official family prayer for the
Meeting. The invocations are “Mary, mother and guide, pray for us… Saint Joseph, father and protector,
pray for us, ….Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us… Saints Louis and Zelie Martin, pray for us”. Fr.
Hurley had with him his “props”…and among them were lovely pictures of the saints whom we were about
to reflect upon.
Our identity
He started by inviting us to reflect on the story of Elijah, who, when in fear in the cave, found the Lord in
the gentle breeze- the peace of mind and heart. This gave Elijah the strength to go back to deal with what
was a dangerous situation for him. The Lord had asked Elijah “why are you here?” and so we commenced
our reflection on why we were attending our evening of prayer, and, more deeply, what actually identifies
us, what is the purpose of our existence?
We found that the answer goes back to our baptism, when the Son of God revealed to us that we were
loved by Him and that He would never withdraw that love from us. We respond to God’s call to live that
identity in a particular way, and that is our vocation.
Mary, mother and guide,/Saint Joseph, father and protector..
We looked closely at the picture of our own teams’ icon, and, on examining the teams’ icon, we reflected
on the words actually written on the icon. “Mary, mother and guide, Joseph, father and protector”.
We then explored the significance of the role of the mother and grandmother as a guide – a guide of the
wanderer- We discussed the enormous challenges faced by young fathers in situations where the image of
fatherhood has changed so dramatically in recent years.

Saints Joachim and Anne- Our Lady’s parents and hence the grandparents of Jesus.
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We are in no doubt that Mary got the courage and faith to say “Yes” to God from the example of her
parents, and we took on board the necessity for grandparents to be unafraid of creating an atmosphere of
God. It is our mission to pass on our faith and to continue to be a living example and a witness to God. Fr.
Hurley urged us never to miss an opportunity to pray with and to talk to our grandchildren about our faith
and what it means to us.

Saints Louis and Zelie- the parents of St. Therese of Lisieux
They were the first couple to be canonised together. Luckily, correspondence between them has survived.
Fr. Declan highly recommended the book “The extraordinary parents of St. Therese of Lisieux” by Helene
Mongin, as reading material for our teams’ meetings. They were a couple who showed to all the path to
holiness and they lived to serve God by prayer and charity. Zelie’s only desire for her children was that
they would be saints. Our mission should be to encourage one another on each other’s path to holiness – it
is our vocation to make saints of one another.

Fr. Hurley left us with much to reflect upon and all present were so pleased that they were present for his
wonderful presentation. We sincerely thank him for taking the time out of his busy schedule—both to
prepare and to attend our gathering. It was wonderful to have him back in Mullingar again!
Assumpta O’Meara

Galway
Our congratulations from Galway Teams to our new Bishop (Bishop Brendan Kelly). It’s a welcome back
to Galway for Bishop Brendan who has had a deep commitment to marriage and to married couples during
his time in Galway.
We thank Stephen and Marguerite O’Neill for agreeing to become our Sector Couple. This is Stephen and
Marguerite’s second term as Sector couple and our prayers and support are with them.
There is a preliminary gathering for the World Meeting of Families in Croí Nua, Galway on Thursday, 12th
June 2018 at 8.30pm organised by Salthill Parish. Team members are invited to participate in this special
event as a build up to our Pope’s visit in August.
Teams members have been involved this month of May in the ritual and rite of passage for First Holy
Communion. The Sacrament of the Eucharist was received by:
Shane McCarrick, Conor McCarrick (grand children of John Mc Carrick).
Max Lloyd, (grandson of Eddie)
Reese Quigley (granddaughter of Anne and Jack Hutchinson).
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All children were splendidly turned out for this important step in their faith journey and certainly were a
credit to their parents and family.
We are enjoying the wonderful sunshine in Galway as we write. Long may it last! Enjoy the rest of the
summer.

Anne and Jack Hutchinson

Prayer Intentions

For those who have died:
Brigid Bean Ní Almhain, mother of Lorcan Ó hAlmhain, Dublin
Bishop Christopher Jones, former Teams Chaplain, Sligo
Joe Cogavin, brother of John, Dublin
John O’Broin, brother of Joe, Dublin
For those who are ill:
Dermot Bunting, Belfast
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Father Henri Caffarel – The Vocation of a Man of God

As was said in the last Newsletter, Father Caffarel was a Prophet for our time.
Father Caffarel left us two accounts of his own vocation. The first was published in a French Christian
monthly magazine in July 1978. He tells us: “March 1923. At the age of twenty, Jesus Christ, in an instant,
became someone for me. Oh, nothing spectacular. On that faraway day in March, I knew that I was loved
and that I loved and that henceforth between Him and I, it would be for life. That was it.”
The second account was at a farewell speech to Sector Couples in 1973: “For me, there was a before that
month of March 1923 and an after that month of March 1923. I was marked by that and, from that day
onwards, I had a desire: to enter more closely into that intimacy with Christ and another desire to bring
others to the same, because it was vital to my life, it gave me “la joie de vivre”, the grace to live, a
motivation to live. And equally, I could only wish that others too would have this encounter with the living
Christ; this discovery that God is love.”
And so Father Henri Caffarel was touched by the love of the Lord. His ministry was to be in the service of
love. Cardinal Lustiger, Archbishop of Paris speaking about Father Caffarel says that he was aware of
doing ‘something new for the Church.’
He was touched by the love of the Lord and his ministry was to be in the service of love, “being loved,
loving.” The Lord’s love was a source of vitality and life for him. From the outset, he was in harmony with
couples who wanted to enable their love to thrive in the light of the Lord. His one goal was to bring
everyone before the Lord, who is the basis of all vocations.
Father Caffarel never stopped talking about God, who had ‘seized him.’ “Entering into this intimacy and
leading others to it too, that has been my only wish.” It is significant that he used the word ‘wish’, those
who knew him say he did not force others. He saw himself simply as a servant who wished to lead others to
God. He encouraged ‘seekers of God ‘ to follow him. On his simple grave stone at his House of Prayer at
Troussures, engraved are the words: “Viens et suis-moi” – “Come follow me.”
After his encounter with Christ, Father Caffarel made up his mind to be a priest. He ardently wished to lead
a monastic life saying: “I am nostalgic for the monastery!” but later in life he added, “If my priesthood was
in any way efficient, I know that it was due to my practice of private prayer.” In many ways he did
experience monastic life by cultivating an intense inner life of prayer and contemplation.
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Let us finish with one of the prayers left us by Father Caffarel:
I come before you God, My God, my Father, Father of great majesty, Father of infinite tenderness,
Seize me with your two hands: Your Son and Your Holy Spirit.
May your Son tie me tightly to Himself and never loosen His embrace.
May the Holy Spirit fashion me in the image of Jesus Christ, Your beloved child,
Instill in me his filial tenderness with regard to You and impatience to see Your glory.
As an earthly father leans over to take his little boy and lift him up,
Similiarly, You, Holy Father, seize me with Your two hands
And leave on my forehead a kiss.
John and Elaine Cogavin

Some of the attendance at the Colloquium on Fr. Caffarel held in Paris in
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RC Weekend - Knock, 6th - 7th October 2018

Basilica Shrine of Our Lady of Knock, Queen of Ireland

Accommodation
The Hotel nestles in 100 acres of picturesque grounds and is less than a 5 minute walk from Knock Shrine
and Basilica.

Please quote “Equipes Notre Dame Ireland” for Special Offer when booking.
Courtesy pick up service for Hotel Guests from Claremorris Train Station, but must be pre-booked.
www.knockhousehotel.ie
Tel:094.9388088

Page 12

Team 25 had a day of reflection on 5th May at Solas Bhríde, just outside Kildare town.
Solas Bhríde is a centre for spirituality run by the Brigidine Sisters. It is modern, simple and eco-friendly
and includes fully furnished hermitages for residential stays.
The day was led by Fr. Brian O’Toole, Team chaplain and included Eucharist and the Team Annual
Assessment.
The picture includes some team members with one of the sisters from the centre.

Newsletter editors:

Paddy and Jacinta Quigley

jacintapaddy@eircom.net

