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From the Regional Couple
From a distance they
looked like a Ladies
football team in blue
track suits. Up close a
different story unfolded
as a script from Romans

6 v 2, 3 was emblazoned
on their tops. 'Do you
know Jesus is offering
you
eternal life' ...Where do
you stand? They were a
Christian Youth Ministry
from Northern Ireland
on their way to a camp
in Poland.

It left me thinking how
heartening it is to see,
pure
witness.
A few weeks ago on a
climb to the top of
Croagh Patrick it was
more difficult to elicit
from
fellow climbers why

they were there. An
older woman said she
had always 'promised' to
do it. Two young boys in
bare feet were coy about
whether this example
came from their father
or grandfather. Silent
witness of many thousands speaks volumes.
Close by in Knock
Shrine the annual
Novena to Our Lady of
Knock was in full swing.
This year the challenge
was taken from Pope
Benedict with the theme
'Repentance, Healing
and Renewal'. The heartland of faith in Ireland
was very challenged by
the wide spectrum of

there is good news.
Information evenings,
unsolicited, in Meath
and Sligo, look like
yielding possibly three
teams.
For us the common
theme of these events is
a Holy Spirit moving
freely, renewing,
refreshing, encouraging.
There is light, hope and
much more.
We hope all had a pleasant summer break and
are looking forward to
the challenges ahead.
Welcome to the new
responsible couples for
2010.

speakers and they
responded well to the
clear transparent agenda,
above, put before them.
In 'Teams' in Ireland

God Bless
Pat and Carmel
Cunneen
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Holiday of a Lifetime - Trinidad and Tobago.

Last February Emmie and I spent a whole month in [Trtnidad and Tobago. A visit we'll always
remember and cherish. We were invited to visit by Team friends Gregory and Shamagne Bertrand,
Regional couple in Trinidad and Tobago, and Step hen and Wendy Johnston. We originally met both
these delightful couples at the Teams International Gathering in Santiago de Compostela in Spain
Autumn 2000. They were in OUl" Team group then and we had many a good discussion and great fun
with them there. We have kept in touch with both since then. In fact they all came to Galway for a
few days just over a year ago.
Trinidad is a most interesting and wonderful country. Rich in culture and history much of which
includes occupation by the British, Dutch, French and Spanish down through the years!
It is 30% Catholic, 30% Hindu and has a sizeable Anglican community with a number of other
Christian denominations. There are so many different cultures, an unique blend of African, South
American J ndian, French Creole, Portuguese, Spanish, Amerindian, Indian as well as Chinese not to
mention European. They all respect their differences and live in harmony and even have National
holidays for minority religions which they all celebrate. They coexist alongside very well. We did
notice a big gap between rich and poor in some areas and yet everybody has some kind of work,
some of which is not is poorly paid. Security around shops in the larger towns was massive by our
standards.
We were delighted to visit our friends there and to meet their families was a real blessing. We stayed
mainly with' tbe Bertrand family and both they and the Johnston's made us most welcome in their
homes and their bospitality was marveUous. Each family made us really feel at home with them.
They were warm and cheery and enthusiastic to bring us to all the nice places to see. The entire itinerary for the month was planned by Sbarmagne and Wendy for which we are so grateful.
Two days after arriving we were off to the nearby holiday Island of Tobago for three days to unwind
arranged by the Stephen whose brother has holiday apartments there. It is a truly fabulous island
with beautiful white and fine sandy beaches, coral reefs and clear aquamarine waters. Two weeks
later we visited Tobago again for a further three days with Shamagne, Gregory and a lovely group of
foreign university Erasmus students when we snortalled in pristine shallows, toured the island and
went on a guided walk through tbe rain forest.
The food on both islands was certainly different and interesting! Our favourites were shark and
bake, tasty doubles and rotis. The curries thougb were hot hot! Most of the food was tasty, wholesome and agreed with us both. We will not elaborate further here as this article is meant to be short!
Fantastic fruits abounded. Tbere were bananas and coconut trees everywhere. Mangos and grapefruits grew all about even some in our back garden. In the rain forests tbere were coco and coffee
plants to be seen. However in Trinidad the former sugar cane industry and the commercial growing
of coco and coffee have long since gone! They now produce their own oil and this along with tourism
seems to be their main industries. Education too is seen to be the key the way forward for the
younger generation and their many schools are well attended by fine youngsters each suitably attired
in different school uniforms.

But what really won our hearts were the people and their sense of respect for others, joy and dignity.
They were colourful in dress and in manner and a most attractive people, always good humoured
and courteous. We found them helpful generally and they never pestered you in the markets. They
seemed interested in where we were from and great at the chat altogether! We are not too shy ourselves in this regard!
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From Regional Chaplain - Fr. Gerry Cassidy

October to IDecember 2010
Turning to God
It i' never too late to re-order and re-direct all aspects of my life to the praise and service of God.
God who loves and creates us and wants to share life with LIS forever. Our love response takes .hape in our
praise and service of the God of our life.
All the things in this world are also created because of God's love and they become gifts, presented to u.
so that we can know God more easily and make a return of love more readily.
As a result, we show reverence for all the gifts of creation. But if we abuse any or take them a the centre
of our lives, Vie break our relationship with God and hinder our growth as loving persons. We must hold
ourselves in the balance.

October
Jeremiah 29: 11-14/

Psalm 27.

Who or what do I need to surrender in order to entrust my life freely or completely to God? How do
prayer and reflection help me to become more indifferent or free enough to want only what God wants for
me?

November
Growing ill all awareness of the sill and injustice in our world to which
love.

God has responded with mercy and

Each day of our lives we need to become aware of being Loved and gifted by God. We see that other side

of life in the drama of human misery and suffering which flashes across our TV screens and, at times,
through our minds and across our hearts. We search for ways to address that painful reality. With God's
help, we can stop denying and avoiding the sight of suffering, evil, need, and sin.
Romans):

19-23. / Eph.: 2: 1-7

In recognising the social dimensions of sin, what small steps am I willing to take in becoming
solution instead of remaining part of the problem?

part of the

December
Blinded by

0111'Sill.

There is always a need for us to experience our own blindness, deafness and insensitivity to sin and evil in
ourselves and the world. When I place myself before a loving God and all the love gifts of creation I can

see my elf as a sinner.
Luke 18:9-14
What am I beginning to realise about my own blindness, deafness, and insensitivity?
What contributes to my being more critical of others' shortcomings and less adept at recognising

.1

my own?

Editors,
Teams Newsletter

Dear Jacinta and Paddy,
For a long time you have been asking Team members to write articles for the
Newsletter. So far there has been very little response.
Now writing an article may be a little off-putting for a lot of people, so may
I suggest having a letter page? This could be its first letter!

I am sure many people could put pen to paper and write a short letter about their
experience in Teams. They could make suggestions for meals, recommend books
for study and discuss the opportunities and difficulties of Team life.
The shared concerns of team members in Ireland might be much more readable
and usefu1 than long articles (worthy as they are) from members of Leading
Teams.
Keep up the good world
Kevin & Aoife.

Dublin 3

Trinidad Teams Meeting
4-

M usic plays a big part in the people's lives there especially at Mass each Sunday. Everyone sang
and this really impressed us. The main types of music we enjoyed were Calypso, Soca and Parang.
The Bertrand family Shamagne, Gregory, Amanda and Joseph are very musical and father and
son arc also excellent on guitar, cuato and marac, They are all members of a joyous group called
Los Amigos.
We experienced so many wonderful things over there too many to highlight. But what stands out
was the warmth of welcome and friendship throughout our visit. We had a fabulous Teams get
together party with about 80 family, neighbours and Team friends held for us in Gregory and
Shamagne's home. A wonderful evening of Caribbean hospitality, music and song was had by all!
Another highlight was a Teams meeting with Team 1 in Stephen and Wendy's home. Others the
visit to the Johnston holiday island home down the Islands off the capital Port of Spain, Maracus
beach, the Calypso tent, the children's Carnival, the National Panorama Finals, the Kings and
Queens semi finals and the Massive colourful Carnival parade which took 16 hours to pass the
reviewing stand! We really loved the Steel Bands competition. They were something else!
There are many other moments we cherish too numerous to list here for we could go on and on!
Finally we wish to especially thank our superb hosts and their families for making our stay so
special and memorable. Bless them all. It was an absolute joy to be there.

Eddie and Emmie Lloyd
Team 2 Galway.

Eddie and Emmie with
Stephen and Wendy

Prayer Intentions
For the deceased, Diarmuid O'Hegarty, Dublin.
For those who are ill: Helen McCarrick, Galway,
Charlie McMullan's sister-in-law, Gemma,

Maureen Mulvenna, Belfast.
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SECTOR NEWS
A, the hoped for Summer Outing did not materialise after all, we have organised a social evening for
Dublin Teams for September 17th at the Convent of the Divine Master, Newtownpark Avenue. Liaison coue, have been getting in touch with Responsible Couples and Team members to give as much notice as
possible and the outline details are as follows:

Teams Social Evening
Date:

Friday 17th September

Venue:

Disciples of the Divine Master, Newtownpark

7.45

Meet & Greet

.00 pm

Welcome by Sector Couple and Entertainment

.00 pm

Refreshments

Entertainment

Thanksgiving

Prayer

10.l5 approx.

Avenue

Part 1

Part 2

This is intended as a very informal evening, our aim being for teams to get to know one
especially to introduce the new Rathmines team. There will be an MC from Teams who
songs with guitar, and hopefully a bit of input from the group in the form of party piece
song - all towards an enjoyable and relaxing evening. We hope all of our chaplains will
too.

another better, and
will provide a few
/ recitation I singbe able to join LIS

Children are also mo t welcome. If children are present, we will make sure some of the entertainment will
focus on them. Little people are so talented, they are often not shy about volunteering to do their own spot!
Breda & Tony Preston

Sadly wc now have only three Teams in the North. Greenisland have withdrawn from
ipes Notre Dame due to increasing health problems with a number of their members.
spent a very enjoyable afternoon with Owen and Maureen Mulvenna in early July .
.r group will continue to meet monthly for a meal and group prayer. We promised to keep al1 of them in
ur prayers and to mail them with invites to Sector retreats etc.
will be sadly missed and always remembered for their wonderful commitment to one another and to
Teams movement. Personally Declan and I have always found this Team inspiring. They really have the
of 'Loving' in a very practical and real way.
incere appreciation and gratitude to each and every member of the Greenisland Team.
We have all had a relaxing and enjoyable summer in spite of the weather, and look forward to starting our
regular meetings again this month.
Belfast 2 team have a new chaplain, Fr Brendan Beagon and are enjoying his participation in their meet-

ings.
Charlie Me Mullan requests prayers for his sister-in-law

Gemma who is terminally

ill in the Hospice.

Belfast 5 had a very enjoyable slimmer outing at Ballydougan restaurant and pottery works in Lurgan.
Eithne/Michael Clenaghan welcome a beautiful new grand-daughter Tara Anne.

Sector

eW5
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Brendan and Moyra Bunting had an Australian priest visiting recently. He is Fr. Frank Marriott from
Bendigo Victoria, whom they had met at the Regional Couples' Gathering at Rome last year.
We wi h all our members a very fruitful and enjoyable year ahead and look forward to meeting many of
in Mullingar later this month.
rdre/Declan Kennedy (Retired Sector Couplet)

We are looking forward to the Responsible Couples Weekend which will be held on
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th September 2010 at the Hevey Institute, St Mary's CBS, College
Street MuJlingar. The theme will be Passing on the Faith and speakers will include Fr. Declan
Hurley, former Regional Chaplain, Stephen Cummins, Mullingar, Fr. Frank Monks, Mullingar, team
hers from Malawi, The Super Regional Couple, Paul and Helena McCloskey, as well as the
gional Couple and Chaplain. The Team meetings on Saturday evening will be held in the Hevey
, and will be followed by a social. The cost will be 50 per person.
~P"""lIJl

and
, Florian Leavy

We are back to everyday life again having enjoyed the summer break. Our outing, which took place as
in Coole Park, Gort, was a memorable occasion. The morning did not look too promising at first
ut as it came nearer to midday the SLID shone and we were able to celebrate the Eucharist outdoors. Fr
Colin Garvey OFM celebrated and everyone felt part of the movement of teams. We are thankful to Colin
wish him every happiness as he has returned to Kenya for another year spreading the Good News.
IJJ<.lUl.l\O,U

Paula and Gregoire Murphy and their children came from Limerick. Ann and Joe Murpby from Sligo
ioined us, together with Cannel and Pat, our Regional Couple, from Dublin. It was great that we had a
number from teams for the occasion. There is always a cead mile failte for all team members here
in Galway. After Mass we all sat down to a shared picnic which all enjoyed. This was followed by a walk
in Coole Park which was very beautiful. Bhaineamar uile an taitneamh as an la iontach.
die and Emmie Lloyd had a wedding in the family in August. Their son Barry married Yvonne Kelly
the 20th of August. Ruth Hutchinson and Dan Clifford are getting married later in September. Ruth is
daughter of Anne and Jack Hutchinson in Team 2.
id gach rath agus beannacht ar an mbeirt cupla agus combgairdeas 0 chroi do na tuismitheoiri
freisin.
look forward to the Mullingar weekend. HopefulJy we will have a good representation there to share
in the experience.
All of us wish Helen McCarrick a speedy recovery. Go bhfaga Dia an tslainte aici. John and Helen travto Africa many times helping those most in need.
le buiochas do gach duine agus guimid gach beannact 0 Dhia ar na foirne go leir.
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Hyland.
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