
 

  

     

In the first place, then, I encourage all couples to put into practice and to live in 

depth, with constancy and perseverance, the spirituality followed by the Équipes 

Notre Dame. I think that the “concrete points of commitment” proposed are truly 

effective aides, which enable couples to progress with confidence in conjugal life 

on the way of the Gospel. I am thinking, in particular, of the prayer of couples and 

in the family, good and necessary tradition that has always supported the faith and 

hope of Christians, unfortunately abandoned in so many regions of the world; I 

am thinking also of the time of monthly dialogue proposed between spouses – the 

famous and demanding “duty to sit down,” which goes so against the current in 

relation to the habits of the frenetic and agitated world impregnated by             

individualism -- a moment of exchange lived in truth under the gaze of the Lord, 

which is a precious time of thanksgiving, of forgiveness, of mutual respect and 

attention to the other. I am thinking, finally, of faithful participation in Team life, 

which brings to each one the richness of teaching and of sharing, as well as the 

help and comfort of friendship. In this connection, I stress the mutual fruitfulness 

of this meeting lived with the accompanying priest. I thank you, dear couples of 

the Équipes Notre Dame, for being a support and encouragement in the ministry 

of your priests, who always find priestly joy, fraternal presence, emotional       

balance and spiritual paternity in their contact with your Teams and your families. 

Address by Pope Francis to Teams members, Rome, 10th September, 2015 
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From the Regional Couple 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that Advent has arrived and we look forward to Christmas we have an opportunity to think about   

setting some spiritual goals. How we relate to other people is often seen as the primary “spiritual work” of 

Advent and Christmas. Though this work is important, it is greatly heightened by thinking about and      

indeed working on our relationship with Jesus. Seeking to know the new baby as the Son of God. Growing 

in appreciation of the mystery of the Incarnation is entering into a central mystery of the Christian faith.  

The simplest and best way to engage with Advent is to begin and end each day by seeking the Holy Spirit’s 

help in entering deeply into the mystery of the season and sharing that mystery with others.   

The Responsible Couples’ Weekend was hosted by the Galway Sector on 3rd and 4th October at Croí Nua 

in Galway City.   The theme for the weekend was “it is not good that Man should be alone” - Genesis 2:18 

and the key speaker was Dr. Kathleen Heavey.  The Weekend was planned, organised and managed by the 

Galway Sector led by the outgoing Sector Couple Máire and Brendan Kelly and our thanks and                

appreciation to Máire and Brendan for all their hard work.  We welcome the new Contact Couple for     

Galway, Peter and Anne Costello and we are looking forward to working closely with them. 

The high point of the Weekend was the welcoming of our new Regional Chaplain for Ireland Fr. Peter  

Sexton S.J. We are all looking forward to Fr. Peter’s ministry and guidance and to working closely with 

him in the ongoing and further development of Teams of Our Lady in Ireland. Our thanks and appreciation 

also to our outgoing Spiritual Counsellor, Fr Gerry Cassidy who has served as Regional Chaplain for      

Ireland for the past fourteen years. We extend our very grateful thanks and appreciation to Father Gerry for 

his ministry and contribution to our Movement. 

We had the formal Blessing and handover of responsibility to the new Sector Couple for Dublin, Gerry and 

Grace Mangan at our Regional Meeting on Saturday, 31st October and we are looking forward to working 

with them and their new Sector Team.  We thank Áine and Joe Clayton and their Sector Team for all of 

their hard work and innovativeness over the past three years in the further development of the Dublin    

Sector.  Áine and Joe took over from us as Sector Couple for Dublin in 2013 and they and their Sector 

Team have continued to grow and consolidate the Sector.   

Our thanks and appreciation to Martin and Antoinette Shaw, the outgoing Contact Couple for Mullingar 

and we welcome the new Contact Couple, Oliver and Anna Marie Leavy.  The new Contact Couple for 

Belfast is Charlie & Maureen McMullan and we are looking forward to working with them.  We thank 

Moyra and Brendan for their continued communication and support for Belfast. 

Dublin will celebrate their 8th December Mass in Marianella this year and Mullingar will celebrate theirs on 

7th December in the Cathedral and we are looking forward to joining you on each of the 7th and 8th. 

We extend our sympathy on behalf of the Ireland Region to Noel and Paula McHugh (Team 39) and their 

family on the sudden tragic death in September of their son John at the end of a charity race. 

We are greatly saddened at the passing of Emmie Lloyd of Team 2 in Galway and extend our deepest   

sympathy on behalf of the Ireland Region to Eddie and family on this sad occasion.                                          

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a nanam. 

Breda and Tony Preston 
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From the Leading Team 

    The 3rd Regional International Gathering took place in Rome under the        

 theme: “Here I am Lord, send me!” (Is 4,6.), finishing thus the first 

 stage of our journey from the International 2012 Gathering in Brasília 

 to Rome. At the beginning of this new stage, which will end in the next 

 2018 International Gathering, we would like to share with you the        

 richness we lived when we were received by the Holy Father, Pope    

 Francis, whose speech gives us strong guidelines for our Movement. 

This Gathering which preceded the last Bishops Synod, will have consequences in the challenges made to 

TOL’s Couples, in this time of constant threats to the sacrament of Matrimony and to the family.  

The Holy Father urged us to “announce, give witness and communicate”, our couples and family vocation 

encouraging us to put in practice our conjugal spirituality, which is really the Movement’s charism. 

He also stressed the importance of the “Endeavours” which enable couples to progress with confidence in 

conjugal life on the way of the Gospel.  He also spoke of the importance of prayer, and the “Sit Down”  

precious couples moments of thanksgiving, forgiveness, mutual respect and attention to the other.  

He reminded us that being members of teams of Our Lady, missionaries by the radiation of our family life, 

we had to receive, form and support in the faith particularly young couples, before and after their         

marriage. 

Pope Francis further encouraged Teams couples to be instruments of the mercy of Christ and of the Church 

towards persons whose marriage has failed.  

The Holy Father finished his speech, renewing his trust and encouragement to TOL, stating that from the 

moment the cause of Father Caffarel’s beatification reached Rome, “he has prayed that the Holy Spirit may 

enlighten the Church in the judgment that she will have to pronounce in time in this regard”.  

Let’s live a year full of the expectations we brought from Rome. May they be assumed and performed with 

joy, thus answering the challenges the world and the Church make us.  

To live the Gospel of mercy which is given to us by Jesus Christ is to repeat Father Caffarel’s frequent   

invitations to make silence. Listening will renew us  inside  to reach the big Encounter with Jesus.  

When Pope Francis says that “Jesus Christ is the Father’s face of mercy” he invites us to fix in him our 

look to fight indifference and reach this self-giving love mentioned by Jesus.  

This Jubilee Year will be of the utmost importance for the Movement’s journey. May it be a time of      

conversion, of renewal centered in the two family related attitudes suggested by Pope Francis in his Letter 

of Mercy: Listening and Pilgrimage 

If we say “Here I am, Lord: Send me!” …”, as we did in Rome, we have to listen to accept and experience 

His Love, the strength and light  which will guide us in this pilgrimage towards the Father. 

May the Holy Spirit lead our steps and make us leave the comfort of our teams with joy and courage to 

show the world that our vocation has a mission: to cooperate in Christ’s work of salvation.  

May our Lord Jesus be our guide and TOL’s support so that team members may look at the Father’s face of 

mercy and become as merciful as He is. 

                                               To and Zé Moura Soares    
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 From the Spiritual Counsellor 

 My very dear Team Members, 

 

 "This is a hard saying; who can understand it?" (Jn 6:60).  Many disciples had 

 this reaction to Jesus' words after the multiplication of bread.  In a clear allusion 

 to the Eucharist, Jesus said that his body is true nourishment and that his blood is 

 a true drink. According to the logic of St John's Gospel, this speech of Jesus 

about the bread of life is more understandable if we remember that Jesus is the Word of God incarnate (Jn 

1:14), the unique and definitive Word of God that God spoke to humanity.  The disciples reacted in this 

manner because they did not succeed in understanding that the Word of God is the very person of Jesus, 

who spoke to his community of disciples.  He himself, in the community of disciples, is the Word of God 

that man needs more than food that perishes:  man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.  The Jews knew that very well already; they bore the first commandment, 

"Listen, Israel" (Dt 6:4), before their eyes, like a light and as a tefillin on their arm.  But when Jesus said 

that the Word that nourishes was no longer the Law, nor the Prophets, but He himself in person; that the 

place for listening was in the community of his disciples, such words were "hard" to hear, because they 

demanded a complete conversion: now, loving God more than everything meant and continues to mean 

following Jesus, who leads us to God.  He in person is the visible face of God.  Even if we can adore God 

in Spirit and in Truth everywhere, it is in the community of his disciples, the Church, that we find the place 

where He is present, even if he sleeps through the great storms of history and of each person's personal life.  

All that sounded too strange to the ears of many disciples and it is why they moved away and no longer 

were with Him.  It was then that Jesus asked the twelve who remained, "Do you also want to go away?"  

Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall go?  You have the words of eternal life." (Jn 6,67-68) 

These words are also hard today, just as they were in those times.  Jesus himself, at the hour of his passion 

said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You.  Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I 

will, but what you will." (Mk 14:36)  Hard too are Jesus' words "…so then they are no longer two, but one 

flesh." (Mk 10:8), when they are taken over by St Paul with reference to marriage between the disciples of 

Christ, a text that is the foundation of Scripture for the affirmation of the indissolubility of sacramental 

marriage (cf. Eph 5: 31-32).  According to the apostle and illuminated by the mystery of Christ and the 

Church, the wife is, through marriage, the husband's body and the husband is the wife's head.  This means 

that the wife thinks in her relationship with the husband and the husband feels with the heart of the wife; 

the husband is the head of the wife; the wife is the heart of the husband, living in reciprocal submission, 

because reciprocal obedience, which is the essence of the relationship between Christians (cf Eph 5:21), is 

only possible between people who love each other.  Loving means being able to give of oneself in the 

perfection of love, which is pardon or forgiveness.  Loving and suffering are identical.  Human love, even 

when transfigured by grace, is a crucified love.  These words are truly hard, but they contain the gentleness 

of love. 

 In as far as is possible and moved by the action of God's grace, let us take to heart St Peter's words, 

"Lord, to whom shall go?  You have the words of eternal life."   Do not forget them in your married prayer 

and above all in your Sit-Down.  Pray for me; I do likewise for you. 

Father José Jacinto Ferreira de Farias, scj 

 Spiritual Counsellor to the ERI 
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Thank You Fr. Gerry 

 

 

When we were in Regional Responsibility in 2002 the then Regional Chaplain, Fr. Declan Hurley, was 

transferred to Paris to be Rector of the Irish College. We asked the members of the Regional Team to 

suggest a new chaplain. Michael Flanagan of Belfast said that he might have a priest for us but that he 

would make the approach. Thankfully, Fr. Gerry said ‘yes’ and has given wonderful service in the 

movement since. His gentle manner and wonderful way with people endeared him to everyone. In the early 

stages of the evolution of the Super-Region, which began in January 2006, he was involved in the 

discussions with the other Regions and Pre-Regions and was a steady presence throughout the process 

which bore fruit in the Transatlantic Super-Region. Although he had a full workload in his parish duties 

and was also a Team chaplain, he always came to Regional Team meetings and Responsible Couples’ 

weekends. At Regional meetings he celebrated mass for us and made sure that we had hymn books to pray 

twice by singing! Now that he has handed over responsibility we wish him many happy years in Teams. 

 

Paddy and Jacinta Quigley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vincent and Margaret Ryan, Maura and Manus Duggan,   

Fr. Gerry Cassidy, Kevin Wade, Juliet O’Donoghue and Fr. Paddy Dundon enjoying lunch at the Galway 

RC Weekend. 
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Rome visit 2015 

 

A Super-Regional Gathering took place in Dublin in August 2014 to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 

arrival of Teams of Our Lady in Ireland. I had the pleasure of presenting at this gathering on the subject of 

‘Communicating with Love’. Jose and Maria Berta Moura Soares, the Responsible couple for the 

International Leading Team, from Portugal, were invited guests at the event. They approached Mary and I 

after the presentation and extended an invitation to us both to attend the Third International Regional 

Meeting of Teams which was to take place in Rome in September 2015. They asked if I could make a 

presentation similar to that made to the Irish Gathering and I said I would be delighted to be involved. 

 

Mary and I arrived in Rome on September 6th and my presentation took place on Monday 7th to the 350 

participants from all over the World representing Teams from 81 countries. It was a privilege to address so 

many Team members and brought home to Mary and I how International the Teams movement is. My 

presentation seems to have been received very favourably taking into account the feedback I received from 

many of those who attended. 

 

It was great to meet up with Tony and Breda Preston from Dublin, Paul and Helena McCloskey and 

Antony and Janet Denman from the U.K. Familiar faces are always welcome especially when you are a 

long way from home. While addressing the 350 Teams members was a privilege the undoubted highlight of 

our trip was the private audience with Pope Francis which we attended on Thursday 10th September. We 

met the other Team members under the colonnades of St. Peter’s and were led to the Clementine Hall, a 

16th century room built by Pope Clement VIII. Pope Francis spoke to us for about 35 minutes and 

emphasised the missionary role of Teams couples. 

 

Mary and I are members of Team 9, Mullingar and have been involved in Teams for 20 years. 

 

Stephen Cummins 
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News from around the Region 

 

Dublin Sector News 

 

Joe and Áine Clayton (Team 32), Sector Couple, and the Sector Team have completed their 3 year term. 

We (see below) have been invited to replace them. We wish on your behalf to sincerely thank Joe and Áine 

for their dedicated leadership and commitment and the great enthusiasm they brought to their 

responsibilities which was truly inspiring. They were supported by an excellent and equally committed 

sector team of Eamonn Conlon and Patti Meek (Team 34), Sean and Joan Kinsella (Team 3), Kevin and 

Martha Wade, Proinnsias and Caitlin ÓhAilín (Team 32) (for a period) and Chaplain, Fr. Paddy Gleeson. 

We similarly wish on your behalf to thank them most sincerely for their service to the sector. We (Gerry 

and Grace) were privileged also to be members of that team and hope to use the great experience gained to 

good effect in our new role.  

 

During their 3 year term, in addition to the normal sector team tasks of organising the 8th December Mass, 

Retreat and Summer outing, they also organised a Responsible Couples’ Weekend and made a major 

contribution to the organisation of the “Gathering”. Towards the end of their term they conducted a survey 

of Teams in the Sector on how best we can grow Teams. The report on the survey entitled “Project 

Growth” has been passed on to us for consideration and we will be consulting with you on the findings in 

the coming months. A submission was also sent to the Archbishop of Dublin in response to the 

questionnaire for the Synod of Bishops.  There may be more developments on this following the Synod in 

October last and in the run up to the World Meeting on Families to take place in Dublin in June 2018.  

 

We will do our best to build on what has been achieved to date. We are a blend of younger and older 

couples from South Dublin and Meath and thus fairly representative of the Sector. We hope to keep in 

touch with all Teams in the Sector through our Liaison Couples who will be contacting you in the coming 

weeks. We aim to involve you in Sector activities as much as possible and we look forward to your 

support. As Sector Couple we are also members of the Regional Team, led by Regional Couple Breda and 

Tony Preston (Team 32) and we hope to contribute as best we can to serving the Irish region. 

 

We wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and every good wish for the New Year. We would ask you to 

remember in your prayers, especially at this time, those Team couples and their families who are 

experiencing difficulties and, in particular, serious illness or bereavement and to ask Our Lady of the 

Teams to bring them true comfort and consolation.  

 

The report which follows has been prepared by Joe and Áine and largely covers the final period of their 

term as Sector Couple. 

 

Responsible Couples’ Weekend in Galway in October was, as usual, an opportunity to learn, to reflect, be 

reminded of the great treasure that Teams of Our Lady is to us, and to network with members from other 

sectors. The planning and preparation by Galway couples was evident, as was their warm and generous 

hospitality throughout the weekend.  
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The 8th December Mass will be celebrated this year in Marianella Centre, Rathgar at 8 pm.  We hope that 

the day and time will suit and that as many as possible can attend the Mass, with time afterwards for 

refreshments and a chat.  You may have heard, Marianella has been sold and will be vacated by the 

Redemptorist Order in February of next year.  It has been a much loved venue for the Dublin Sector for our 

8th December celebration over many, many years. It is appropriate to avail of this last occasion to celebrate 

our Mass there and to thank the Redemptorist Order for their generous hospitality and support.  We will 

remember also all those who have joined us for these December Masses, and especially our members who 

have passed away. 

Retreat   

Though difficult to get a suitable date in Avila for our retreat, we have, this year, managed to book the 

weekend of Sat 20th & Sun 21st February 2016.  Avila has proved to be a very satisfactory venue in recent 

years.  It takes much planning in busy homes to make space for such occasions, but we hope that you can 

‘come away a while’ and be refreshed.  Further details will be circulated to all.  

Heartfelt sympathies go to Noel and Paula McHugh (Team 39) and their family on the sudden tragic 

death in September of their son John at the end of a charity race in the Phoenix Park.  Be assured that all 

are remembered in our prayers.  Please also pray for Shane Mc Dermott’s mother, Miriam, also recently 

deceased. Shane & Suzanne are also in Team 39.    

Sector Team - Tony and Noreen Lawlor (Team 39), Pat and Maureen Seery (Team 38), John and Ireneus 

Shortt (Team 26).   

                             

Gerry and Grace Mangan  

 

Belfast 

We are happy to report that Charlie and Maureen McMullan have taken over as Contact Couple for Belfast 

Sector, and have formed the new Sector Team for this year. The December 8th Mass and Celebration have 

been arranged, and will take place in Deirdre and Declan Kennedy’s home on the evening of Tuesday 8th 

December. Fr Gerry Cassidy CSsR will celebrate the Mass. 

We enjoyed the RC Weekend in Galway on 3/4th October 2015. Congratulations to the Galway teams for 

doing such a good job. The venue Croi Nua was very comfortable and the theme “It is not good that man 

should be alone” was an excellent choice. All the speakers did a great job, and our Saturday evening team 

meetings were most enjoyable and very well organised.  We were made very welcome by the Galway team 

members. Help was even provided for Ben and Philomena McNiece (Belfast 2) when they had a puncture 

fixed on Saturday afternoon! It was hard to believe that the whole weekend was planned and co-ordinated 

by just 3 Galway teams! 

Our Super-Regional Couple Janet and Antony Denman led a nice ceremony to thank Fr Gerry for his many 

years as Regional Chaplain and there was a big welcome to Fr Peter Sexton SJ who is taking over the 

position.  

Please keep up your prayers for Caoimhe Wills and Pauline Flanagan. 

We were very sorry to hear that Emmie Lloyd passed away on 12th November and offer our sympathy to 

Eddie and her family. 

We wish all members a happy and blessed Christmas. 

Moyra and Brendan Bunting 
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 Antony and Janet Denman, Super-Regional Couple, conduct a ceremony at the Responsible Couples’ Weekend in 

 Galway where the outgoing Regional Chaplain, Fr. Gerry Cassidy, hands over responsibility to Fr. Peter Sexton, who 

 was presented with a Teams apron to symbolise service in the Movement. 

 

Mullingar  

  

We were asked at our Teams meeting to take on the role of Sector Couple for this year. Following in 

Antoinette and Martin’s shoes will not be easy but we will do the best we can. Thank you Antoinette and 

Martin!  

We are in Team 1, the Bishop’s team, since 1979. Thank God our same group are still together except for 

our great friend Kevin O’Grady whom God took from us while he was sweeping up the Autumn leaves on 

November 22nd 2003. A few years before that Kevin and Patsy left teams as he was very involved with 

SVP and felt he could give them more time. His sudden death was a shock to all of us as it was the biggest 

blow we had to face in the team.  

We all rallied around Patsy and family as best we could at the time and there was no doubt about it that Our 

Lady helped us through the months and years that followed.  

Patsy returned to our Team a few years ago and we are all so pleased and she is eager to take full part as an 

individual. She is now our Responsible Person ably assisted by Liam Corcoran.   

Our December Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception will take place at the Vigil 

Mass, 6pm on Saturday 7th December in the Cathedral of Christ the King Mullingar. Bishop Michael Smith 

will celebrate this Vigil Mass.   

After Mass, tea and biscuits will be served in The Mullingar Park Hotel.  All team members are welcome, 

as are couples whom you may feel would be interested in joining The Teams of Our Lady.  

 



 

 

Other News from Teams:  

 

We were delighted to meet Breda and Tony recently at the Regional Meeting along with the rest of the 

Regional Team. Such a warm welcome it was.  

    

Fr. Monks, Chaplain Team 3, celebrated the 50th anniversary of his ordination on 5th July 2015 with Mass 

at the Killucan Centre followed by a reception in Bloomfield House Hotel with his team.  

  

Congratulations to Eileen Boland on her 90th Birthday on 31st October 2015.  

  

Peggy McTiernan's brother Mel Harte RIP. He died during the year and his twin brother Kieran is sick at 

the moment so all prayers are welcome. 

 

With our best regards,  

Anna Marie & Oliver Leavy 

 

Galway 

 

Galway Sector hosted the R.C. weekend on October 3rd and 4th. The Theme for the weekend was ‘It is not 

good that man should be alone’ Genesis 2:18: 2.  Croí Nua is a very welcoming space and the feedback 

from the weekend was very positive, The keynote speaker was Kathleen Heavey and she gave us all great 

food for thought. We thank all those who contributed in so many ways to make the weekend possible and 

for the great support we received from so many Team members. Thank you to Eddie for helping with the 

music. Teams in Galway appreciated the presence of Janet and Antony Denman from England and Breda 

and Tony Preston from Dublin. We thank Janet and Antony for their years of service to Teams and wish 

them well as they hand over their responsibilities. 

Galway Sector were very saddened at the death of Emmie Lloyd, wife of Eddie, founder members of 

Teams in Galway. Emmie died peacefully at home on the 12th November surrounded by her family. See 

tribute elsewhere in this newsletter. 

The 8th December Teams Mass will be held in the Abbey Church at 7.30 on Tuesday 8th December and all 

are welcome. Tea and refreshments will be served afterwards. 

 

Wishing all Teams members a very happy, peaceful Christmas and every blessing for the New Year, 

 

Margaret and John O'Dwyer 
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Emmie Lloyd RIP 

 

Galway Sector were very saddened at the death of Emmie Lloyd, wife of Eddie, founder members of 

Teams in Galway. Emmie died peacefully at home on the 12th November surrounded by her family. She 

had dealt with her illness with courage and dignity. There were times when she would rally and she took 

full advantage of those times. Earlier this year Emmie was well enough to travel to Wales to visit her 

daughter Clodagh. Eddie and Emmie celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary with their family on 

September 4th and it was a very joyful time. Also in September Fr.John Hughes, O.S.A. celebrated mass 

for Teams in Galway to begin the new year after the summer break and Emmie and Eddie were present as 

they have been at all Teams celebrations and functions over the years supporting especially with their gift 

of music and song. Emmie loved people and welcomed them warmly to her home. She loved life and she 

loved people. She was always interested in how people were getting on and she had the gift of being a great 

listener. She had her own views and was always able to assert them without hurting anyone. To visit her 

was a privilege - she had the ability to be fully present to whoever was with her in spite of her own fatigue 

and discomfort. Even though she knew death was imminent she faced it with great courage and prepared 

for her passing with full confidence in the God she had trusted all her life. She was involved with people 

across a wide range of activities from Teams of Our Lady, Eucharist Minister in the Jesuit Church and the 

Poor Clare Convent, Muintir na Sléibthe Walking Group, Knitting Club, Jesuit Choir, Tour Guide, Tennis 

Coach and teaching German. Hundreds came to her home to bid her farewell. Her concelebrated funeral 

mass at which Fr. Stan Mellett C.S.S.R. was the chief celebrant and at which the combined Baroque and 

Jesuit choirs sang her favourite Taize chants was a celebration of a much loved wife, mother, and ‘Omi’ to 

her beloved grandchildren. To Eddie and children Clodagh, Orla, Mark, Gareth, Barry and David and 

grandchildren we extend our deepest sympathy on the death of their beloved Emmie. Ar dheis Dé go raibh 

a hanam dílis. 

Emmie's  Month’s Mind mass will take place on Saturday December 19th in the Jesuit Church, Sea Road, 

Galway. 

Margaret and John O'Dwyer 

                   

                          ************************************************************** 

Prayer Intentions 

 

For those who have died: 

Mel Harte, brother of Peggy McTiernan, Mullingar 

John McHugh, son of Noel and Paula, Dublin 

Fr. Michael Paul Gallagher, former Teams chaplain 

Miriam McDermott, mother of Shane, Dublin 

Emmie Lloyd, wife of Eddie, Galway 

 

For those who are ill: 

Pauline Flanagan, Belfast 

Caoimhe Wills, Belfast 

Kieran Harte, brother of the late Mel Harte, Mullingar 
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 From the Regional Chaplain, Fr. Peter Sexton SJ 

 I have been asked to give a short introduction of myself for the Équipes     

 newsletter - it feels a bit like writing one’s own obituary - not a very           

 comfortable process! I have been involved with the Teams on and off for 

 many years -  having been a chaplain of a Dublin team for years in the 70s 

and 80s and recently again for 3 years with a new team. I have also given a couple of the annual Teams' 

retreats. 

My native city is Limerick, from where I joined the Jesuits after school, studied Classics in UCD,          

philosophy in Milltown Park, education in Birmingham and theology in Toronto. Most of my ministry has 

been in secondary schools, as teacher, chaplain, housemaster, even rugby coach in Belvedere and        

Clongowes, and headmaster for four years in Gonzaga. In between schools I spent 3 years in Zimbabwe in 

the early 90s working in the formation of young Jesuits. Spirituality in general, and Ignatian in particular, 

has been an ongoing interest of mine. An enjoyable pastime has been singing for many years in Our Lady's 

Choral Society - and I never tire of Handel's 'Messiah'! In 2009 I became one of two Catholic chaplains in 

Trinity College, where I still am. I have always been inspired by Patrick Kavanagh's line:  

‘To be dead is to stop believing in the masterpieces we will begin tomorrow’! 

 

 

 

   Stephen and Mary Cummins    

with Tony and Breda at Rome 

meeting  

  

 

 Group photo at RC Weekend Galway 3-4 October 2015 

 

 

 

Editors: Paddy and Jacinta Quigley jacintapaddy@eircom.net 


