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From the Regional Couple
Dear Friends in Teams,
Since we last wrote to you, three teams members have gone to God. On the
Feast of All Saints, Fr. Brian O’Toole, chaplain to team 25, died suddenly.
Ten days later, Donal O’Donoghue, team 19, entered a new life. Donal had been predeceased by his dear
wife, Juliet in August. On 23rd November, Michael Foley, husband of Sheila, team 21, departed this life.
We send our sympathy to their families and to their teams. May they rest in peace.

RC Day
We were delighted with the turnout for the RC day which was one of the largest RC gatherings to date. The
experience of the day has given a huge boost to the capacity of individual couples and teams engaging in
Zoom. The feedback was very positive and encouraging. Well done to the Mullingar and Dublin Sectors
and all who made presentations on the day. The event was coordinated in a very professional manner and
we were all energised, inspired and filled with hope after the event.
Marriage Masterclass 2nd Edition

Following on from the successful 1st Edition on Facebook which generated such a fantastic wave of
enthusiasm from people all over the world there is a second edition planed for 1st – 8th December, again a
free event on Facebook, its closure culminating with the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the
anniversary of Teams. We congratulate the expansion Team and their plans to create an image of TOL as a
dynamic, vibrant, exciting and inviting movement to which any Catholic couple - especially young ones –
would be keen to belong. The Marriage Masterclass and development of the Teams Facebook and Twitter
pages have been hugely beneficial to the efforts made in expansion. In addition, a ‘Couples Wanted’ poster
aiming to attract new couples in Teams has been posted on the webpage, Twitter and Facebook.
Please promote this in your parish Newsletters if possible, subject to permission from your local parish
priest.
Expansion
Bishop Denis Nulty is very supportive of the introduction of TOL to the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin
and was a contributor to the First edition of the Marriage Masterclass. Following an approach from the
Expansion Team he has now accepted an invitation to return as chaplain for a Carlow/Laois team to be
established soon. Bishop Nulty has also requested the nomination of a Teams representative on the
Bishops’ Council for Marriage and the Family. Mark and Anne O’Leary have kindly accepted and will be
representing Teams at their next meeting in 2021.

Page 3

This is something that has been in
the pipeline for some time and we are very happy that Teams will now be represented on the Council.
Another development is a new Team will be piloted virtually on Zoom and two new couples are ready to
start. If there are any other couples who might be interested in getting to know more about Teams, please
let us know and they can be included in this new Team, which is hoping to start in the New Year.
Spirit Radio Podcast
Our thanks to Rosemarie Gavin who spoke to Jacki Ascough from Spirit Radio recently about how Teams
of Our Lady are supporting marriages. You can hear the Podcast which is on our website on the
Noticeboard under Latest News.
Mixed Team Meetings

The first Mixed Team meeting was held on Zoom recently with over 30 couples joining from the UK and
Ireland and the feedback was fantastic! The intention is to offer these once a month for a number of months
and then the idea will be evaluated. The next meeting will be held on 18th December. If you have already
signed up, you will receive further invitations. There is no pressure to attend though; it is entirely according
to your wishes and circumstances. If you wish to be included and join the list, please email:
MixedTeams@TeamsGB.org.uk and ask to be added to the list for mixed Team meetings.
Upcoming Events
There will be an Annual Team Mass on 5th December at 5pm. Archbishop Okolo, Papal Nuncio to Ireland
and a past chaplain to a Team in Trinidad and Tobago will celebrate Mass for Teams of Our Lady via
webcam from Our Lady Help of Christians, Navan Road, Dublin.
https//navanroadparish.com/mass-times/webcam

28 Teams in Ireland 2020
In Piloting

0

Sectors

0-5 years

9

Belfast

3 teams

6-10 years

1

Dublin

16 teams

11-20 years

2

Mullingar

6 teams

21-30 years

5

Galway

3 teams

30 +years

11

2020 has been a difficult year for us all and a year which we will find hard to forget. Covid-19 has turned
our lives upside down and pushed us to the limits. As we leave 2020 behind it is difficult to imagine what
lies ahead. Christmas this year will certainly be different in how we celebrate it. But the message of
Christmas never changes: God chose to make God’s home in the uncertainty and chaos of our lives. At
Christmas we celebrate our belief that Jesus continues to be born into our lives wherever and however we
find ourselves. Even, in the midst of uncertainty, change and disappointment Jesus comes amongst us. This
is our faith, that is the source of our hope and that is what we celebrate.
We wish you, your Teams and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas and many blessings for the
New Year 2021.
Jim and Elaine Keogh

Website : www.equipes-notre-dame.ie
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From the Regional Chaplain

Fr. Peter Sexton SJ

The Mystery of Death – a Christian Reflection
One of the most glaring consequences of the pandemic is to place the reality of death front and centre in
our daily consciousness whether we like it or not, and we don’t – the last time this occurred on a worldwide scale was during the 1918 Spanish Flu. So maybe it is appropriate to ponder a little our own approach
to the prospect of death as we begin the season of Advent.
It seems so trite to observe that the most fundamental human prospect before all of us is the prospect of
death. And yet despite the constant statistics about Covid deaths our society does not like to talk about
death or still less its significance, because it raises very uncomfortable questions about where we come
from and where we are going. Uncomfortable because many today believe we are going nowhere – when
we die that’s it – extinction – there is no future, no answers to the big questions. Seamus Heaney, in an
interview shortly before he died said : ‘the biggest shift in my lifetime has been the evaporation of the
transcendent from all our discourse and our sense of human destiny.’
Aware as we must be about being glib or superficial in struggling with this reality of realities, to be a
Christian is to assert that death is not the end, but a stage, a transition point, indeed a new and radical
beginning – ‘life is changed not ended’, as the preface in the Mass for the Dead says. Death, of course, is
no less challenging and daunting for the believer than for the unbeliever, but because of Christ it is seen in
a fundamentally different way.
‘Past all grasp, God – throned behind death with a sovereignty that heeds but hides, That bodes but abides’
are Hopkins stretching words about the mystery of death and God. Mystery for Christians is not a puzzle
that eludes us but can be solved somehow sometime, like cancer, but rather a reality to be lived, sometimes
a harsh reality, but one that is wrapped in the loving compassion of God. This mystery, like the mystery of
God Himself, calls us first to silent reverence as we are faced with the larger, transcendent horizon of our
lives.
Our first response, especially in the experience of sudden or unexpected death is to grieve. But we
Christians grieve in a context, a very explicit context that we call the Communion of Saints, which unites
us at the most profound level with those who have gone ahead of us to the fullness of life – a context which
is the horizon of faith, however struggling it feels, and indeed is all the more real for that, aware that we are
part of a long procession in this pilgrimage of our life, bafflingly longer for some and shorter for others. So
we grieve not just as vague agnostics, hoping that ‘something good might come out of it all’, but as
disciples of Christ, trusting, or desiring to trust which is the same thing, in our dignity and destiny as God’s
sons and daughters, coming inevitably to the foot of the Cross – also a harsh reality, and yet our profound
and ultimate hope, because through it we are drawn inevitably to the Risen Lord who like us has passed
through the harsh reality of death, and who has said the last word on life and death for all of us. And
without this context life is indeed ultimately absurd. To paraphrase the French author Claudel ‘ Christ has
come not to explain suffering but to share it and to fill it with his presence.’
In JH Newman’s poem, The Dream of Gerontius, (which was set to an oratorio by Elgar) Gerontius, who is
a kind of everyman, has just died and after death he says : ‘I went to sleep, and now I am refreshed.
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A strange refreshment; for I feel in me an inexpressive lightness, and a sense of freedom, as I were at
length myself, and ne’er had been before.’ Surely a wonderful glimpse into our destiny, precisely because
of Christ’s Resurrection – but a completion only possible on the other side, face to face with the mystery of
God: ’Eye has not seen, nor has ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man, what God has prepared
for those who love him.’
The death of a beloved, especially in the case of one in the relative vigour of life, is a wake-up call for us as
we say – CS Lewis describes it as God’s megaphone to try to get through to us! – a defining moment, a
turning point in our lives, a spur to get our act together, to get our lives into perspective, to shed some of
our illusions and foolish preoccupations, to urge us to walk more lightly through life, to attend more to
what is essential and important, to live more nobly and generously, however difficult the culture makes it :
we are, after all as St Paul says, ‘God’s work of art called to live the good life as God meant us to live it.’
The Word of God is always a word that comforts and liberates – the comfort of the Resurrection. And so
the last word to Julian of Norwich, an English medieval woman of God, repeating Our Lord’s revelation to
her in these words : ‘I may make all things well, and I can make all things well, and I shall make all things
well, and I will make all things well, and thou shalt see for thyself that all manner of thing shall be well.’
**********************************************

Prayer Intentions
For those who have died:
Eugene O’Riordan, father of Caitlín Ó hAilín, Team 32
Pearl Cleary, sister of Breda Preston, Team 32
Monique, sister of Martine Donaghy, Team 24
James Hughes, brother of Patrick, Team 38
Tom Gallagher, son of Hugo and Mary, Team 32
Eileen Finn, mother of PJ Finn, Team 40
Kay Mannion, sister of Gerry Mangan, Team 13
Fr. Brian O’Toole, chaplain, Team 25
Donal O’Donoghue, husband of the late Juliet, Team 19
Michael Foley, husband of Sheila, Team 21
Thomas Gallagher, father of Fr. Joseph, Mullingar
For those who are ill or are recovering:
Eddie Lloyd, Galway
Ruth, daughter of Jack and Anne Hutchinson, Galway
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In Appreciation

Fr Brian O’Toole

Our Team’s last communication from Fr Brian, on 10th October, just after our last meeting read ‘I thought
today our meeting was rich in the presence of the Holy Spirit. Praise be’. Fr Brian had served 13 years
already as our chaplain where we together, five couples, faithfully met each month. Fr Brian brought a
wonderful perspective and richness to our meeting which encompassed faith sharing, scripture and study
topics. Fr Brian’s and Spiritans’ commitment to our planet preceded Laudato Si, which was a natural study
topic championed by Fr Brian. We also journeyed with him each year through ‘Deus Caritas Est’, ‘Gaudete
et Exsultate’, ‘Evangelii Gaudium’,’ Amoris Laetitia’, ‘Christus Vivit’ and Fratelli Tutti earmarked for
2021. He also had a special place in his heart for the writings and exhortations of our founder Fr Henri
Caffarel. The manifestation of the Sacrament of Matrimony and Holy Orders are central to our movement’s
charism which Fr Brian embraced fully. He recognised the blessing for him in his ministry to see the graces
of our marriage sacrament, witnessed in our faith sharing. His missionary background together with his
many other gifts were a great blessing to us as a Team. Fr Brian had always a busy work schedule. He
always went the ‘extra mile’ at each meeting with an insight into scripture, a teaching, and an update on
important movements in Church teaching or events. He always made himself available outside of the
monthly meeting to listen, counsel, and encourage. In preparation for November 7th meeting he
recommended, in line with our current scripture theme, Acts 14 v 21-22. (‘They put fresh hearts into the
disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith’. ‘We all have to experience many hardships’ they
said ‘before we enter the kingdom of God’)
Fr Brian certainly put fresh hearts into our Team over the past 13 years. We will miss him greatly but with
a heavy heart we will ‘persevere in the faith’, that same faith which he professed in his life.
Carmel and Pat Cunneen
Barbara and Cormac McHenry
Jacinta and Paddy Quigley
Patricia and Liam O’Connell
Meiréad and Ronan Ashe
Team 25
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TEAMS LITERATURE
AVAILABLE FROM LITERATURE COUPLE, IRISH REGION
LIAM AND EILEEN MC KINNEY, 10 INNISFAYLE ROAD,
BELFAST, BT15 4ER. TELEPHONE:
FROM ROI 048 9077 7775
FROM NI 028 9077 7775

e-mail: mckinneyteamslit@aol.com

The full list is available on the website equipes-notre-dame.ie

********************************************

Acknowledgement

I, Breda and the family of the late Tony Preston, would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all our friends
from Équipes Notre-Dame, those who called to the house, attended the funeral mass and the month’s mind
of Tony, some of whom travelled long distances. We would like to thank those who sent mass cards and
sympathy cards, and who wrote such kind words of respect and how highly they regarded Tony. We would
also like to thank those who sent messages, who phoned and supported us in any way during and since
Tony’s sad passing. All of this support meant so much to us and would have meant so much to Tony as
well.
We extend a special thank you to our own Team 32 and our Chaplain Fr. John O’Keeffe, S.J., who were
outstanding in their support. The Holy Sacrifice of the mass has been offered for all your intentions.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.
Please pray for my sister, Pearl Cleary who died on July 20th 2020, R.I.P.
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Around the Region

Dublin
Dublin Sector Annual Mass 5th December 2020
Mass will be live-streamed from Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, Navan Road, Dublin 7 on 5th
December at 5pm.
The Eucharist will be celebrated by Archbishop Okolo, Apostolic Nuncio to Ireland, who is a proud past
chaplain to a Team in Trinidad and Tobago.
While restrictions on mass attendance have been lifted, it is not possible for the parish to facilitate a
congregation at this Mass. As a result, attendance in person is limited to those who have specific roles on
the evening. A small number of Teams Couples will assist with the ceremony.
Many thanks to Fr John O'Brien who is the Parish Priest at Our Lady Help of Christians Parish, for his
generous assistance in allowing Teams of Our Lady to celebrate this Eucharist in his parish church.
The facility of live-streaming means that Teams from Ireland and beyond have the possibility of sharing
this celebration with us, for this we are most grateful.
Join this celebration at https://navanroadparish.com/mass-times/webcam/
The Dublin Sector Teams suffered the loss of three members over the recent months.
Fr Brian O’Toole who was chaplain to Team 25.
Donal O’Donoghue from Team 13 whose wife Juliet predeceased him in August.
Michael Foley, husband of Shelia from Team 21.
We send our condolences to their loved ones and to their Team members.
For your diary:
Dublin Sector Annual Retreat. Saturday 6th March 2021. Further details to follow.
Wishing you all the blessings of the Christ Child,
Dublin Sector Team.

Belfast
What a strange and sad time we are all living through because of the COVID-19 pandemic. It would be
very easy to become disheartened if we began to dwell too deeply on the many deaths, the numbers in our
hospitals and even all the restrictions we have to comply with.
However, as we sit down to write this short article, we have received some good news. Firstly, we have
heard that another vaccine has been announced which has an effective success rate. Secondly, we received
a text message from our son that he has tested negative for the virus. He had been feeling unwell for a few
days and this was certainly good news.The Teams in our Sector have not been able to meet since February.
We really do miss coming together to pray at our monthly meetings. More recently one or two of our Team
members have contracted the virus and are now recovering. Fortunately, we are able to keep in touch with
each other by phone, Zoom and e-mails.
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Some of the churches in our diocese if they are not closed (due to restrictions) have Mass only on some
days during the week. Fortunately, many of the churches have webcams installed and therefore it is
possible to view Mass and hear the readings / homilies for each day.
As we approach the season of Christmas, we all hope and pray that the rate of infection of the virus will
start to decline and that some parts of our country might start to receive one of the vaccines very soon.
It is even more important now to receive the Newsletter to keep us in touch with the movement. We really
enjoyed all the contributions in the Autumn addition.
Charlie and Maureen Mc Mullan

Mullingar
Mullingar Team Meetings:
Most Mullingar Teams are meeting regularly via Zoom, while this is not ideal for everyone; contact is
maintained by means suited to each individual Team.
R.C. Day:
We in Mullingar would like to sincerely thank the Dublin sector for their amazing contribution to the
success of the R.C. day; without their tremendous effort and expertise it would not have been possible.
We also thank all our fellow Team members who tuned in during the day to the talks, the Mass in the
Cathedral celebrated by Fr Paul Connell (Chaplain to Team 11) and not forgetting those who hosted and
attended the Zoom mixed Teams meetings in the evening.
Marriage Masterclass:
Many Team members in the Mullingar Sector watched and enjoyed the videos, and we congratulate all
involved especially our own Fr Frank Monks chaplain to Team 3, Fr Kevin Heery CC in Mullingar.
Sr Finbarr (RIP)
Mullingar people were saddened by the death of Sr Finbarr Breslin who had worked tirelessly for the
people in the parish especially the women. Many members of Teams supported Sr Finbarr in her parish
work down through the years.
We send our sympathies to all in Dublin Team 25 on sudden death of their chaplain Fr Brian O’Toole. May
Fr Brian rest in peace.
Annual Mass
The annual Mass for the Mullingar Sector will take place in the Cathedral of Christ the King on
Wednesday the 9th December at 8pm.
Mullingar Sector

Continued page 15
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Responsible Couples’ Day on Zoom
On 3rd October, the Region held a Responsible Couples’ Day on Zoom.
It was hosted by the Mullingar Sector and facilitated by Brendan and Rosemarie Gavin of Dublin Sector.
The Regional Couple, Jim and Elaine, welcomed us all and Mary and Des Briody offered prayers.
The first speakers were John and Elaine Cogavin who spoke about Fr Caffarel and his legacy.

Mark and Anne O’Leary shared their experience of the role of the Responsible Couple. Questions were
sent to Rosemarie and Brendan by the ‘chat’ facility and they relayed them to the speakers.
After a “coffee break” Ingrid and Padraig Lewis informed us about the Expansion Challenge and reported
on the Marriage Masterclass held on Facebook in August.
Fr. Richard Sheehy, chaplain to the Dublin Sector, gave a wonderful talk on “A Chaplain’s Experience”.
After an hour’s break for lunch, videos on the Sit-Down, the Rule of Life and the Retreat were shown.
These were used at the International Gathering at Fatima in 2018. Short videos on the other Endeavours
were interspersed between the speakers in the morning session.
The usual reports and updates on service were given, and Piotr and Dzidzia, our Super-Regional Couple,
who were unable to join live, sent a video on the Super-Region during the past year. Their 5-year term of
service ends in December and they announced their successors, Paul and Annette O’Beirne.

The proceedings were concluded by Jim and Elaine, our Regional Couple at 3pm.
At 4pm Fr. Paul Connell, chaplain to Mullingar team 11, celebrated Eucharist at the Cathedral of Christ the
King, Mullingar, live-streamed on webcam. The mass was organised by Team 11. Readings were by Jane
Brady and Peter Finch and Mary Briody gave the Prayers of the Faithful. The singers were from St.
Finian’s College.
At 7pm Mixed Team Meetings took place. In our group there were three couples and a widow and we had
an uplifting and enjoyable meeting.
The day was like a typical Responsible Couples’ Weekend, except for the chats and meetings at break time.
Our thanks to all the presenters and participants. Behind the scenes the bookings and co-ordination of the
mixed teams was expertly carried out by Pauline Sheridan.
Paddy and Jacinta Quigley
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The presenters on RC Day :
Brendan and Rosemarie Gavin (facilitators) , Elaine and John Cogavin,
Anne and Mark O’Leary, Ingrid and Padraig Lewis,
Fr. Richard Sheehy, Piotr and Dzidzia Chodzko-Zajko
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The Expansion Challenge
By Ingrid and Padraig Lewis

One year after the formation of the Expansion Committee,
an initiative of our Regional Couple Jim and Elaine Keogh, we are starting to see God’s
marvellous work and how, in His immense love, God is challenging and inspiring us far beyond
what we initially planned or imagined. Looking back at the past year, we now understand that it
took a pandemic for us to notice and to start seizing the opportunities presented by the online
environment and social media.
Already during the first months of the pandemic, when many Teams in Ireland were struggling to
meet and our initial expansion projects were even more challenged, we realised that God is inviting
us to think outside the box and to look for young people where they are: on social media.
After the successful first edition of the international Marriage Masterclass held in August 2020,
which was attended by people in over 20 countries, a few new projects took shape at the
continuous inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit left the ‘tap of graces’, turned on,
abundantly flowing with inspiration and graces from above! Indeed, throughout the preparations of
the Masterclass and the event itself, we felt the Holy Spirit at work in a very powerful way. We
clearly felt that this is God’s plan, towards which he has been calling us all along. We realised the
enormous potential of social media for bringing awareness about Teams, but also the need for our
own Teams’ members to be part of an international community and to feel closely united,
especially during these strange times of pandemic when people are separated from their loved ones
and from fellow Team members. So that’s why our focus, immediately after the Masterclass, was
to create a strong presence of Teams of Our Lady Ireland on social media, especially on Facebook
and Twitter.
With that scope in mind, the public Facebook page of Teams of Our Lady, which was inactive for
the past 2 years, has been brought to life. The account has now daily posts about Teams, faith,
spirituality, married life and various upcoming events. Also, some of the videos of the Masterclass
– with the permission of their authors - have been posted there: one video every Saturday. The
Facebook page has now 194 followers and the numbers are steadily growing. For example, over
the past month, on the Facebook account there has been an increase of 97% of Page likes and 70%
on the post reach. Our daily posts reached over 6,000 people only in the last month. We are also
sharing our posts on various groups such as: Youth 2000, Catholic Youth Ministry, Catholics
Ireland and Britain, and various international Teams groups.
On Twitter we have been retweeted various times by Archbishop Eamon Martin and Bishop Denis
Nulty, which has increased significantly the reach of these tweets, along with the popularity of
Teams. We are being followed by a number of parishes and by Kildare & Leighlin Diocese. In
addition, we are following Accord, Pope Francis, EWTN, Vatican News, The Irish Catholic,
Catholic Bishops and so on.
The first fruits are starting to appear: over the past two months, four young couples have contacted
Teams of Our Lady Ireland with the view to joining the movement. . In addition, Bishop Denis
Nulty, Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin, has recently accepted our invitation to return to the
movement as chaplain for a Carlow/Laois Team that we are currently setting up.
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The return of Bishop Denis to Teams and his overall support for the movement will certainly set a
powerful example for young couples and priests in our Diocese. It’s all happening, through the
grace of God. We hope this is just the beginning of a promising new chapter for Teams of Our
Lady Ireland.
Moreover, we are continuing to build on the Marriage Masterclass which generated such a fantastic
wave of enthusiasm from people all over the world. Sharing that enthusiasm is crucial to our
expansion plans as we are striving to create an image of Teams of Our Lady Ireland as a dynamic,
vibrant, exciting and inviting movement to which any Catholic couples - especially young ones would be keen to belong.

The second edition of the Masterclass will take place from the 1st to the 8th of December 2020, its
closure culminating with the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and the anniversary of Teams.
Over the past couple of months, we have been working in parallel on a ‘surprise’ expansion project
which will be announced at the end of our upcoming Marriage Masterclass. Stay tuned, exciting
things are happening!
Follow us on Facebook: Like our FB page Equipes Notre Dame – Teams of Our Lady - Ireland,
featuring daily posts on spirituality and married life. Or follow our Twitter account: @TeamsLady.
Also, join our free, online Masterclass held from the 1st to the 8th of December on the private
Facebook group called “Marriage Masterclass with Teams of Our Lady”. Most importantly, we are
asking you to accompany all expansion work with your prayers and continuous support. Our Lady
of Teams pray for these expansion projects! Amen.

The return of Bishop Denis to Teams and his overall support for the movement will certainly set a
powerful example for young couples and priests in our Diocese. It’s all happening, through the
grace of God. We hope this is just the beginning of a promising new chapter for Teams of Our
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The second edition of the Masterclass will take place from the 1st to the 8th of December 2020, its
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Over the past couple of months, we have been working in parallel on a ‘surprise’ expansion project
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Follow us on Facebook: Like our FB page Equipes Notre Dame – Teams of Our Lady - Ireland,
featuring daily posts on spirituality and married life. Or follow our Twitter account: @TeamsLady.
Also, join our free, online Masterclass held from the 1st to the 8th of December on the private
Facebook group called “Marriage Masterclass with Teams of Our Lady”. Most importantly, we are
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of Teams pray for these expansion projects! Amen.
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Intercessors and Teams of Our Lady
History
Fr Caffarel gave us a rich legacy in Teams; our path to spirituality, our pedagogy, embodied in the
Endeavours, the Team Meeting and faith–sharing. Perhaps less well known is his exhortation to Team
members to be embedded in the apostolic life of the Church and particularly the parish. This aspect is
encapsulated in the on-going ‘Vision and Mission’ of Teams. Sixty years ago, the ‘third treasure’ was the
institution of the Intercessors in Teams ‘they bring the great intentions of the Church to God. They will
intercede for all of humanity’ (Fr Caffarel)
What is Intercession?

We can understand intercession through the life of Jesus Christ, our salvation, realised on Calvary, and now
seated at the right hand of the Father interceding for us. We can see it when Jesus presented his Mother,
from the cross, ‘Behold your Mother’. That moment defined her Mediatrix role, partnering her Son, the
perfect mediator. So, intercessors join in sharing or offering some of the fruits of love, obtained from
Christ, with the faithful, those in need. To intercede means copying Christ and offering our life, our time,
our sorrows and our joys.
Intercessors in practice
Intercessors exist through; offering an hour of prayer every month OR fasting one day a month OR daily
offering up of all our joys and sorrows, our suffering in union with intercessors. Intercessors are witnesses
to the call of Fr Caffarel to have a continuous, time, location, prayer chain around the world.
Prayers requested can reflect the times; strife in Lebanon, famine in Africa, COVID-19 impacts; life, health
and the struggles of bereavement. The requests may be personal; redundancy/loss of income, depression,
breaks up of relationships. In these contexts, confidentiality is essential.
Intercessory Movement in Ireland
A small team is setting out on this journey in December 2020. We join the many thousands of other Teams
intercessors around world united in the wishes of Fr Caffarel ‘bring the great intentions of the Church to
God’. We start with a night vigil on 8th /9th December. We hope more intercessors will join in this journey.
There is an important witness dimension in that ‘non team’ intercessors are more than welcome to join. If
you cannot join please pray the intercessory prayer below
Intercessors Prayer
God our Father
You sent your beloved Son to save the world. He is now seated at your right hand where he ceaselessly
intercedes for his human brothers.
Born of the Spirit we wish to unite ourselves to His prayer for the salvation of all.
May priests and couples be faithful to their commitments in the service of the Church’s communion, by
glowing with the love that you have put into their hearts.
May all our children throughout the world discover the happiness you offer and may they live in respect,
dignity, joy and peace.
God, Our Father, through the intercession of Our Lady and all the saints, let us intercessors; fulfil our
service out of love for you and out of love for men
Intercessory Team
Una Moore , Olivia Flynn (0863505585) olbart3@gmail.com Carmel Cunneen (0876747176)
carmelcunneen1@gmail.com
Pat Cunneen (0862596151) pcunneen@gmail.com
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Continued from page 9

Galway
Galway congratulates our Mullingar Teams for their creativity in organising the Responsible Couples
Meeting on 3rd October 2020. Under difficult circumstances due to the limitations imposed by COVID-19,
the meeting was an outstanding success and is appreciated by all in Galway. The Zoom experience was an
encouragement to us. The presenting couples and priests were excellent but we do not forget the many
people behind the scenes who helped to make the day a success.
Team Two (Galway) organised a Zoom Team meeting recently. Our thanks go to Anne and Peter Costello
for working through the complications and presenting us with a Team Meeting. This was important for us
as Team Two is spread geographically from Galway to Sligo. The Zoom meeting was one hour in time. It
was really an extended version of our pooling as the Team was getting to know each other again after over
a half year absence. Some good decisions were made. Team Two had just finished a study topic which
was the Richard Rohr Book (The Naked Now). This was a well worthwhile study and is recommended to
other Teams. Thomas Moore’s book “Ageless Soul” has been chosen for the next study topic which will
commence in early December.
The Zoom experience is well established by Team One (Galway). The Team completed the Full Team
meeting programme with the exception of the meal. All is going well with them; however, they are
looking forward to our ‘old style meeting’ when the Pandemic is over. Team One has organised the Mass
for the 8th December. Fr Ciary Quirke, SJ will celebrate the mass by Zoom.
Prayers are continued to be asked for Eddie Lloyd who is in a nursing home.
Prayers also for Ruth (daughter of Anne and Jack) who is recovering from an operation.
Anne and Jack Hutchinson

The Importance of the Team Meeting
We reproduce an article from the Newsletter of December 1998, written by the Newsletter Couple, Frank
and Margaret Fagan, Mullingar Sector.
In March-April 1973, Fr. Caffarel wrote an article called “Getting One’s Breath Back” (Reprendre
Souffle”). He was asked: “What subject would you have liked to have raised for the last time before
leaving your couples in Teams?” He thought for a long time about it: conjugal spirituality, the Charter, the
team, faith, mission? No. And he writes: “On the eve of one’s death… one must leave a spiritual
testament… and I have decided to talk about the Christian significance of a team meeting… about its
supernatural essence and its mystery… There is, there, in the middle of these couples gathered in the room
of an apartment, the intense presence of the Resurrected One, living, attentive to everyone, loving each one
just as they are, with their bad and good, and eager to help them become what he wants them to be. He is
there, just as on Easter Night in that upper room of Jerusalem, when he suddenly appeared to the eyes of
those other team members: the Apostles. He breathed on them, saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit”. And they
became new men. Jesus Christ, in the midst of the couples, does not fail to breathe His Spirit upon them.
And those who open themselves to that breath – we learn gradually to open up to it – become men and
women of that breath. And the whole meeting is animated by the Spirit”.
Do we realise the importance of these 3,4 or 5 hours of the team meeting that we have every month? How
do we prepare for them? What timetable do we follow during the meeting? What is our level of listening
and involvement? What is the quality of our presence?
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The Responsible Couple for our Super-Region, Piotr and Dzidzia, will complete their fiveyear term of service at the end of December. They have worked very hard on behalf of us
all and have attended all our Responsible Couples’ Weekends, with the exception of this
year. In 2018 they came to Knock for a special RC Weekend. They had come to Dublin for
the World Meeting of Families in August and spent time with teams, being present at the
Teams Stand over the few days. That on the back of leading all the members of the SuperRegion at the International Gathering at Fatima in July.
Thank you Piotr and Dzidzia, Ad multos Annos.
Paddy and Jacinta

Newsletter Editors:

Paddy and Jacinta Quigley

paddyandjacinta@gmail.com

We would like to receive contributions for the Spring Newsletter by Wednesday 24th
March.

