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From the Regional Couple

Dear Friends in Teams,
As we start off our new term as Regional Couple, a role we accepted with trepidation and hesitation but
also with a sense of joy, it would have been so easy to say ‘no we are too busy’ and immediately come up
with excuses but we feel that the Teams of Our Lady is very much needed in families today and would love
to see more couples, especially young couples joining.
Many couples we know are already active in their parishes and communities and we recognise Teams’
couples on Parish councils, working with Christian charities, running pre-marriage courses, and many more
too numerous to mention.
We first came to Teams through an Information Evening in Ealing Abbey, London some 30 years ago
shortly after we were married and when we returned to Ireland sought out a Team nearest to us, which was
in Mullingar and we wish to take this opportunity of thanking them for accepting us into their existing
Team so warmly. We found good friends all willing to accompany us on a journey of faith, through the
joys and sorrows of life and through support, prayer and friendship.
Our thanks and appreciation also to Tony and Breda Preston for their dedication and commitment as they
step down from their Term as Regional Couple, to Gerry and Grace and the Dublin Sector for preparing
and hosting a wonderful uplifting Responsible Couples’ weekend recently in Emmaus Centre, Swords,
Dublin.
We entrust to you and your families the protection of the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph and look forward to a
new birth in the movement in Ireland.
In the words of Pope Francis ‘Every committed couple certainly receives a great deal from its Team
experience and its conjugal life is deepened by refining itself through the spirituality of the movement and
under the gaze of Christ the Good Shepherd and the birth of baby Jesus’.
Let the Holy Spirit inspire, lead and guide all members of Teams to evangelise the movement to the next
generation. Whatever obstacle may be placed in our path let us always remember one of the reasons for
our movement is to promote marriage and family life in society and may we all pray at our monthly
meetings that we all may be able to reach out to more couples.
We look forward to meeting many of you throughout the year and in Fatima and at the World Meeting of
Families and we wish each and every one of you and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas and
many Blessings for 2018.

Jim and Elaine Keogh
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From the Regional Chaplain, Fr. Peter Sexton SJ
Advent: a reflection

In his Advent poem Patrick Kavanagh writes : “we have tested and tasted too much, lover – through a
chink too wide there comes in no wonder”.
The season of Advent leading into Christmas is surely about wonder – a sense of awe at what God has done
in sending His Son to become one of us. And the liturgical season’s function is both to celebrate this
wonder and awaken our jaded and weary hearts to its reality and meaning for us.
One September when I was in Lourdes with some students on pilgrimage, I took a break from them and
went walking in the hills outside the town. I came across an elderly man and a young boy, grandfather and
grandson. The boy was holding a boomerang in his hand, and the grandfather had just said something like
this is a waste of time, it won’t work. But just as they came near me I heard the boy say to his grandfather:
‘un peu d’espoir Papa, un peu d’espoir -the boy teaching the man about hope! And at that moment the
elderly man smiled at me. It was a delightful moment! And that is what the Advent season is meant to
kindle in us: un peu d’espoir.
In hard times we tend to lose sight of our dignity and our destiny – so the work and power of Scripture and
its celebration in the liturgy is like the water-diviner with the gift – to find and touch the hidden well of
mystery within us – and teach us to say with the psalmist: I thank you Lord for the wonder of my being.
Our culture, the pressure of our lives, the rampant commercialism in our faces can marginalise or even
eliminate the awareness of what we are here for, of what this time is all about.
Someone wrote that Advent is not about waiting for the baby Jesus as though nobody told us he had
already arrived. ‘The Advent moment reminds us that we are coded for God; we are programmed for
heaven – and seeks to help us make sense of that intense and disturbing imperative for a completeness that
always eludes us.’
The three comings of the Lord are the context for these weeks of Advent : the first coming of Christ in
history looked forward to especially in the words of Isaiah – it is vital to taste the darkness of our world
without Christ, a salvation-less world – we are nothing without Him.
The Second and final coming in mystery, as the Gospel teaches, can come at any time, when everything
will be revealed in the glory of Christ. And hence the urgent call to us to embrace in Advent faith his
coming today and now – the third coming - into our lives by ‘staying awake and not being coarsened by the
cares of life’, but on the contrary living out this active Advent faith, in the words of St. Paul ‘making more
and more progress in the kind of way you are meant to live, the life that God wants, and as you are already
living it.’ A recurrent phrase in the Fathers of the Church was: ‘nunc coepi’ – today I have begun – or
today I begin again – it is not too late. St. Paul thanks God for the gifts given to the community -‘ the
witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you’- but reminds them that they are not there yet – ‘we
wait in hope and in love and in faithful service.’
Coarseness that dims and even quenches the spirit in us is a feature of our contemporary culture.
In this season of Advent it is the call of the Gospel to us Christians to stay awake and live differently
witnessing to Christ's presence in the world by the quality of the standards of our living and our values,
however unfashionable or politically incorrect.
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Karl Rahner in his reflection on Advent in The Eternal Year writes: ‘The only thing that must live in you is
a humble, calm joy of faithful expectancy which does not imagine that the tangible things of the present
time are everything. Only humble joy, like the joy of a prisoner, who will stand up even while he is still
imprisoned, because, lo and behold, the bolt has already been torn off the door of his dungeon, and so
freedom is already guaranteed. Is this joy this Advent joy so difficult? Is resignation and hidden despair
really easier? Ask not, doubt not. You have, my heart, already chosen the joy of Advent. As a force
against your own uncertainty, bravely tell yourself, It is the Advent of the great God.’
Scripture :
December : The Infancy Narratives in Matthew and Luke : Matthew 1, 18-25 and ch 2
Luke chs 1 and 2
January : Luke 12, 22-32
February : Colossians 3, 9-17

****************************************

Prayer Intentions

For those who have died:
Josephine Cummins, mother of Elaine Keogh, Mullingar
Lucy Marren, sister of Breda Preston, Dublin
David O’Neill, brother of Stephen, Galway
Tom Lloyd, brother of Eddie, Galway
For those who are ill:
Michael McGovern, Mullingar
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News from around the Region
Dublin
The main happenings in our Sector over the period since the Summer were the following:
Responsible Couples’ weekend: Our sector hosted the weekend in the Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords. It
was an excellent venue, the service was good and we got great support from the staff, in what was a very
busy weekend for them. We are glad and greatly relieved from the positive feedback we received on the
weekend. There were a number of suggestions for improvements which we will pass on to next year’s host
sector. Some concern was expressed about the fee, but in the event, the overall amount received just
covered the cost. It is important to point out that the fee for the RC weekend must be shared equally
by all Team members. The numbers were somewhat down compared to previous years, due mainly to a
number of couples being abroad visiting relatives or on holidays.
The keynote address was prepared by Susan Gately, who could not deliver it as she was in Canada where
sadly her mother was terminally ill. Her mother, Vivian, died shortly afterwards. May she rest in peace. We
extend our deepest sympathy to Susan and her family. Susan’s talk was delivered on her behalf by her
colleague in Focolare Joan Patricia Bach, who did a marvellous job. The talk, in essence, drew on the
teachings of our founder, Fr. Henri Caffarel, and explained how she perceived our charism in Teams and
the contribution we make to strengthening marriage and the Church. The focus then was on that charism.
Two excellent presentations were given by Patti Meek and Eamonn Conlon (the Endeavours) and Maureen
and Pat Seery (Team Meetings). Mixed Team meetings took place that evening which included reflecting
on the themes discussed that day. We appreciate and are deeply grateful to the couples who hosted the
meetings. Reports were given by our Regional Treasurers, Billy and Ann Hyland, the Literature couple,
Liam and Eileen Mc Kinney, and the Newsletter couple, Paddy and Jacinta Quigley. The following day, we
(Gerry and Grace), gave a talk on the World Meeting of Families.
Paul and Helena McCloskey, from the International Leading Team, gave a very interesting presentation
on Teams in the Super-Region and Worldwide.
A warm and well deserved tribute was given to Breda and Tony Preston, who completed their term of
office as Regional Couple. This recognised the major contribution they have made to Teams over many
years and their hard work, dedication and leadership.
Brendan and Moyra Bunting (Saturday) and John and Ireneus Shortt (Sunday) led us in meditative and
moving morning prayers. The weekend closed with a beautiful Mass concelebrated by Fr. Peter Sexton SJ,
Regional Chaplain and Fr. Paddy Dundon CSSP, Cha plain to Team 11. Fr. Peter gave a most inspiring
sermon. Pat Seery did an excellent job in leading us in the Hymns and accompanying us on the guitar.
During the Mass in a brief ceremony conducted by the McCloskeys, responsibility for the Region was
passed over from Tony and Breda Preston to our new Regional Couple, James (Jim) and Elaine Keogh,
Mullingar Sector. We extend to them our warmest congratulations and every good wish, blessing and
success for the future.
Finally many thanks to the Sector Team and all those who made the weekend a success, especially those
who attended and participated with such dedication and enthusiasm.
The Teams Mass is taking place at 8 pm on Friday, 8th December in Avila. Biscuits etc would be most
welcome for the tea/coffee afterwards.
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The Teams Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, 17th February, also in Avila. Full details will be circulated
after Christmas.
World Meeting of Families:
Make sure, if attending, to register as soon as possible, either as an individual or a Team. We will keep you
posted. We will also be in touch with couples in our sector to see if they could host couples from abroad.
New Papal Nuncio: we attended on behalf of Teams the Mass in the Pro-Cathedral welcoming the new
Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Jude Thaddeus Okolo from Nigeria. We got a chance to meet him afterwards
and to wish him every blessing and success. When introducing ourselves as Teams, he immediately
mentioned that he knew all about it having been a Chaplain to Teams in Trinidad/Tobago. He may be a
great support in the years ahead.
Sad News: Deepest sympathy to Breda and Tony Preston, on the death of Breda’s sister, Mrs. Lucy
Marren. May she rest in peace.
Wishing you a blessed Christmas and peaceful New Year,
Gerry and Grace Mangan

Belfast
The Sector Team for 2017-2018 is: Deirdre and Declan Kennedy (Belfast 1), Paddy and Anne Scott
(Belfast 2) and Michael and Eithne Clenaghan (Belfast 5).
Deirdre and Declan Kennedy are the Contact Couple.
Our December 8th Celebration will take place in St Gerard's Parochial House Belfast at 6.30 for 7.00. on
Friday 8th December.
God bless,
Moyra and Brendan Bunting

Mullingar
We in Team 4 Mullingar are the Sector Team for 2017/2018; Fr Paul Crosby, Joe and Assumpta O’Meara,
Valerie and Tom Moore, Dermot Leavy and Mary Cahill.
Thanks to Team 3, Sector Team, for looking after us last year.
Congratulations to Elaine and James Keogh in their new role as Regional Couple. We assure them of our
support and prayers in this role.
We are looking forward to seeing Team Members and their families in the Cathedral of Christ the King to
celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 7th at 6 pm.
We will meet afterwards in the Annebrook hotel for a cuppa and a chat.
Prayer Intentions.
We pray for the happy repose of Josephine Cummins, Elaine Keogh’s mother. May she rest in peace.
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We pray for Michael McGovern who is ill; we send him good wishes for a speedy recovery.
On a happy note, congratulations to Tom and Valerie Moore on the birth of their grand-daughter Elsie, to
Dermot Leavy on the birth of his grandson Sam Waldron, to Mary Cahill on the birth of her grandson Ollie.
Date for Diary.
Retreat on March 4th in Alberta Centre Ballinderry, which will be facilitated by Rev. Fr. Declan Hurley.
Wishing you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and a blessed 2018.
Mary Cahill

Galway
Congratulations to Máire and Brendan Kelly. Their son and daughter-in-law had a new baby named Marta
Kelly Sanchez born in Madrid in August. Máire and Brendan also had another grandchild Finn Michael
Murphy born in November to Áine Kelly and Brendan Murphy and was welcomed with great joy.
Team A is losing their chaplain. Father John Hughes (an Augustinian Priest) is being transferred to Dublin.
He will be sorely missed. Team A is very grateful for the wonderful contribution to the Team during his
time in Galway.
Our sympathy goes to Stephen O’Neill whose brother died in Dublin recently. May he rest in peace.
We celebrated Eddie Lloyd’s wife Emmie’s second anniversary Mass in the Jesuit Church on Sunday 12th
November. Emmie had made outstanding contributions to Teams in Galway and at national level. She is
sorely missed. Also our sympathy to Eddie on the recent death of his brother Tom in Scotland. May Tom
rest in peace.
As Teams we are always on the lookout for a good and appropriate book for a ‘study topic’. Team B
would like to pass on the good news! ‘The Naked Now’ by Franciscan priest Richard Rohr is the book
suggested for study topic. The book has a deep spirituality which draws on the gospels and on Christian
Contemplatives. It is certainly worth a read.
Mass for 8th December will be held on 10th December in Croί Nua at 7.30pm.

Anne and Jack Hutchinson
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Celebrating 25 years in Teams, Galway –Team 1
At our team meeting on the 17th of November we remembered and celebrated 25 years in Teams. Ciary
Quirke S.J. attended the meeting, still the same, the meeting felt as alive as if we were 20 years younger.
As a team Ciary was responsible for bringing us together at a gathering in Máire and Brendan Kelly's
home. How fortunate we were to have Ciary as chaplain for the initial five years and blessed that Liam and
Dolores Corcoran were our pilot couple from the beginning. “Tús maith leath na hoibre” a deirtear. A good
beginning was more than half the work for our team.
We both felt we had many benefits during the past twenty five years as a couple. Our marriage was given
more focus on our lives as a Christian couple and we felt that the endeavours steered us on the right path.
We have had the benefit of excellent chaplains to guide us in those years. We are very thankful to them.
We looked forward to the meetings, the outings, December 8th Mass and the retreat. We shared our worries
and our joys. We are glad to be in teams. Thank you, Fr. Caffarel.
Billy Hyland.
When we joined Teams of Our Lady 25 years ago in 1992, we never thought that we would still be going
strong 25 years later! The support of Teams in our spiritual journey has been very important for us.
Attention to the Endeavours (however intermittent and reluctantly addressed at times) has brought us to the
realisation that they are key to our spiritual growth individually and as a couple. Recently in our Team, we
have been focusing on the Sit-Down and with the help of the direction given by Fr Caffarel, we find that
the Sit-Down provides the opportunity for honest, caring and supportive sharing. As we grow older
together as a couple and as a Team, may we grow in love for each other and for the world in which we live.
Ann Hyland
Teams for us was a journey in Faith and Love for over 25 years where we learned how rich our marriage
was because of the love and the gift of a shared journey with couples who walk and pray and love . I would
say a serious challenge for me was to learn to be a good listener. (Manus)
Looking back over the 25 years I feel we could not be grateful enough for the gift and the challenge that
being in our Team was for us. I think I am the person I have grown into due to the gifts and graces of being
in Teams. It has helped me to examine my attitudes especially perhaps, to those I don’t see eye to eye with,
and to be a bit more sensitive to the goodness and the burdens of others. Manus and I were so blessed with
the support we received when we shared our doubts and worries etc with our Team. I also was encouraged
to search more diligently to recognise the presence and action of God in our lives. I can only wish I had
given more back for all these blessings. DG!
Manus and Maura Duggan
Team 1 Galway celebrated 25 years in Teams at their November Team Meeting. They were joined by their
first chaplain who was with them for the first 5 years before he was transferred to Dublin.
Teams have been a great gift to us. Brendan shared how he was very reluctant to join Teams but after a
slow start he said that Teams had made huge impact in his relationship with Máire . He said that the
Endeavours and the monthly meetings helped enormously in their lives. Also, that Teams had benefitted
the whole family through the friendship, goodness and kindness that permeates the life of Team members.
After 25 years in Teams he concluded that it had enriched his life so much, especially in his faith journey
with God and Mary.
Máire shared how as a couple, they valued Team meetings as a place where, in an increasingly secular
culture, we meet as a faith community. Sharing our stories to couples who listened and didn’t comment,
knowing that whatever was shared was completely confidential, was a great blessing.
If we weren’t in Teams, we would never have been invited and challenged to pray daily as a family and
couple, to read study topics and books that have broadened our outlook and shone a light on many topics.
We would have missed out on yearly retreats and outings.
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We have been blessed with a number of chaplains over the years, all of whom enriched our lives. Fr Ciary
Quirke, S.J. was our first chaplain and his encouragement and the good steering of our team in the first 5
years laid down a solid foundation. We were delighted that he joined for our 25th celebration. We are
thankful for this great gift in our lives.
Máire and Brendan Kelly.
***************************************

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES
DUBLIN , 21 – 26 AUGUST, 2018

How to participate – Registration
All events require a ticket for entry. Some events are free while some are subject to a fee as follows:
NATIONAL OPENING

Tuesday, 21 August,

In every diocese

Free event

CONGRESS
Wed to Fri. 22-24 August, RDS Ballsbridge.
Price: € 68,5 day ticket for attendance at 3 day Congress + Saturday, Festival of Families and Sunday,
Final Mass.
Price: €38 Single Day ticket for Congress, plus tickets for Festival of Families and Final Mass. Booking
date for these tickets is yet to be released.
Festival of Families.

Sat. 25th August, Venue is yet to be confirmed.

Free event

Final Mass

Sun. 26th August. Venue is yet to be confirmed.

Free event

Tickets for the final two events can be booked for the moment through the Congress Registration. It is
expected that Croke Park will be the venue for these events. If Pope Francis attends (to be announced one
way or another early in the New Year) he will be present at the final two events.
Register online at www.worldmeeting2018.ie/tickets

Page 10

FATIMA 2018
12th International Teams Gathering
16th-21st July

COST: €500 per person
Includes accommodation, meals and events
Travel costs extra

Booking window closes on January 15th, 2018
Please be aware that the gathering is likely to be heavily over-subscribed with a strictly limited capacity of
9,000 places. Places have been strictly rationed to each Super-Region and so we urge all participants to go
online and register as soon as possible.

To register you must visit the dedicated Website: www.endfatima2018.pt and follow the
registration instructions. You will be asked to choose a User ID and Password which you will use during
the months ahead to follow the registration process and the e-mail address used will receive all
communications from the organisers including hotel vouchers and pick-up instructions.
Each “user” can register multiple participants – not just spouses but perhaps your priest as well or another
couple less comfortable with websites. There is also a good and extensive “Frequently asked questions”
section.
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Your registration will then be “pre-accepted” on-line (or, if no places remain you will be advised that
you are on the waiting list) and “accepted” once full payment is received. You will need to deposit the
full €500 per participant into the € (Euro) account - details as below- quoting your User No. or
surname.
Please note that any bank charges are the responsibility of the participants. The funds must be received
before Registration ends (January 15th, 2018) or the place will be automatically released to participants on
the waiting list. A Solidarity fund to assist couples who may have trouble with the registration fee exists
and such couples are advised not to delay pre-registration but pre-register and contact their Regional
Couple who will give them confidential advice regarding the level of assistance available.
Further details / questions can be put to Tony & Breda Preston at: Ireland@teams-transatlantic.net .
Account for Registration Payments in Euros:
TEAMS OF OUR LADY
Sort Code: 93-34-57
Account number: 10241180
IBAN: IE94 AIBK 9334 5710 2411 80 (BIC:AIBKIE2D)

Teams Sit-down at 11th International Gathering, 2012 in Brasilia
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Teams on Facebook
Tony Lawlor from team 39 has set up a Teams Facebook page.
The link is:

https://www.facebook.com/Equipes-Notre-Dame-Teams-of-Our-Lady-Ireland1344392965650930/
***************************
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Fr. Peter Sexton

psexton@jesuit.ie

Regional Couple
Jim and Elaine Keogh

keoghelaine@hotmail.com
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Sector Couple:

Gerry and Grace Mangan

mangan42@gmail.com

014934805

Declan and Deirdre Kennedy

deirdrecavehill@hotmail.com

04890778558

Mary Cahill

marycahillmgar@gmail.com

0449340727

Jack and Anne Hutchinson

jhjhutchinson5@gmail.com

091751494

jacintapaddy@eircom.net

012697321

mckinneyteamslit@aol.com

048 90 777775

lohaolain@eircom.net

091528409

Belfast
Contact Couple:
Mullingar
Contact person:
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Billy and Ann Hyland
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Super-Regional Couple—Transatlantic
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***********************************************
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