N e w s l e t t e r Te a m s o f O u r L a d y – I r i s h R e g i o n
From the Regional Couple
The Responsible Couples’ Weekend marked
a change in the Sector Couple leadership. We
thank Tony and Breda Preston, outgoing Sector Couple for Dublin for their service to
Teams over the past three years. They will
remain as ‘web site’ coordinators. Our thanks
are due to Billy and Ann Hyland, Galway Sector, for their, even longer, service in Galway. They will be succeeded by Joe and Áine Clayton, Brendan
and Máire Kelly respectively. We wish the blessing of God on their service
going forward. Teams are starting another phase of growth due to the work of
the Holy Spirit. There is a second team in Limerick, a second team in Navan,
a new Dublin team being piloted, and further enquiries.
The Leading Couple in Teams is visiting the Vatican to discuss marriage, and
social changes in our society. We cannot ignore these changes in Ireland even
if we don’t have immediate answers. Our Region’s input is included in the
newsletter. The facts that stand out are; 28% of all children, totalling over
450,000 are being looked after by single or cohabiting parents. This ratio is
twice the European average. Over 250,000 couples in total are either divorced,
remarried or cohabiting.
Teams couples can witness to their joy, their sacrament. We can help to educate. Can we afford to ignore these changes in the Church/society? Fr Timothy
Radcliffe addressed Teams on this ‘You are faced with the question; What can
you say to the people who are cohabiting, or divorced or remarried or gay.
What can you say that is both open to the truth of their lives and yet is faithful
to the Church’s teaching? You will only discover if you enter into conversation. You will speak with authority if you give authority to their experience. If
you listen to them and put yourselves in their shoes, feel with their skin, then
perhaps the Lord will give you the right word.’
We urge you all to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as you consider
your individual and team response to these issues.
Pat and Carmel Cunneen
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“The Next Day…” (Luke 10:35)i

As we write, we have just finished celebrating the 11th International Gathering of the Equipes Notre-Dame
in Brasilia - the first international gathering to be held outside Europe - a living embodiment of the spirit of
internationality which characterizes our Movement.
We will never forget the way the Nilson Nelson Gymnasium – where the ceremonies of the meeting took
place - was filled each morning with the sound of eight thousand voices singing “Ousai o Evangelho” (“Dare to live the Gospel”). This was followed by prayers to the Holy Spirit asking His help to support our daring..
We gathered each day to celebrate. Each celebration had a different tone and expression depending on the
theme of the day and those leading the celebration. Yet all were infused with the joy of belonging to a
Movement which is becoming more international and which enjoys the vitality of remaining faithful to its
Charism.
We celebrate to create or reinforce unity.
We celebrate to assert continuity.
We celebrate, using history to illuminate the present and showing continuity with the heritage of our past.
We celebrate so that our past and present will become part of the Next Day…
Therefore our celebration must not allow our history to fade away, and we must take care of the Next Day
with responsibility. It is not possible to spend this day without looking inward at ourselves. Let us do this
with humility and simplicity so that we may differentiate what we do well and what we do less well so that
we can give future generations the best of our past and our present.
All the growth and changes in the past are a reason to rejoice, but let us not be deluded; we must discern
what still requires change.
Today’s challenges force us to take care of what is ours, without expecting others to do it for us. More than
empty theoretical speeches, today’s plural society needs our testimony as Christian couples who journey
towards sanctity.
Our mission, entrusted to us by the Sacrament of Matrimony, - a sacrament which provides light and
strength – emboldens us to show the World, that we, couples of the END (Equipes de Notre Dame), will by
our witness, encourage change and hope.
We must rediscover the bedrock of hope so that we can pass it on to others.
“Faith makes us fruitful, because it expands our hearts in hope and enables us to bear life-giving witness.”ii
And so today is…. The Next day…, the day of the awakening, when we discover the way we must travel,
to walk towards the Lord.
In Brasilia, we listened to a powerful parable – the Good Samaritan - which pulled us up short and which
has maybe changed the meaning of our lives. We were invited to make the most radical journey of our life,
turning our life upside down. It is up to each couple, now, conscious of the difficulties of the journey, to
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follow the path that they have begun, making the sign of the covenant they have established with the Lord.
The path we choose will not only take us from Jerusalem to Jericho but to the kingdom where we will
come to know who we are… “Faith is choosing to stand with the Lord so as to live with him.” 1
To follow God’s plan each couple took the most important and the most profound decision of their life on
the day of their marriage. Let us not be afraid of the journey. God is with us, merciful and faithful to His
promise. With Him we will be strong and for him we will be faithful.
To “Go and do likewise”iii is an invitation to build a society which does not yet exist and in making the
journey we break free from a featureless identity.
Every time we become exhausted, let us be prepared to drink the water from which will regain our strength
and quench our thirst.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (NSRV)
We embrace you all, certain that we will be companions on the same journey!
Tó e Zé
(i) The title is taken from the Parable of the Good Samaritan, which was the theme of the International
Gathering in Brasilia. The complete verse is “The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the
innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you
may have.’”
(ii) Benedict XVI; Apostolic Letter “Porta Fidei”, 11th October 2011.
(iii) Also from the Parable of the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:37.
*************************************************************

Équipes Notre-Dame (TEAMS) Irish Website:
Did you know?
You can have details of your Team’s news and events posted to the website. Just send us the details and we
will do the rest

New Material Uploaded:

Tab

Revised Contact Details – Dublin Sector

(Contact Details)

Updated Piloting Manual August 2012

(Literature & Documents Piloting New Teams)

Brasilia:“A Moment of Grace”

(International Gatherings)

Brasilia: “The Next Day After Brasilia”

(International Gatherings)

Good Samaritan – Study Topic

(Literature & Documents Study Topics)

Trinidad & Tobago Bulletin September 2012

(International Gatherings)

Updated Teams Flyer

(Literature & Documents Updated Teams Flyer)

Website Address:

http://www.equipes-notre-dame.ie

Contact us at:

mapreston@eircom.net or call +353 86 8065211(mobile)
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Dear couples in Teams,
The International Gathering which recently took place in Brasilia was a moment of Grace since it opened up to us the
enormous vitality of our Movement. This, in itself is not a self-contained high-point, but an integral part of the
Church, spurred on by the strength of the Holy Spirit to announce the Gospel today to everyone, showing to each the
path to salvation, in which “the Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sign” (Lumen Gentium, 1).
One constant feature in the testimonies given at the Gathering revealed that the secret behind Equipes Notre-Dame
lies in the “Endeavours”, and more specifically in the “Daily couple prayer” and the “Monthly ‘sit down’ as a couple
to discuss spiritual and family matters”. That is why I invite every couple to be faithful to these two endeavours
which are the secret of married spirituality. Christian couples united by the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony are a vivid
image of Christ and the Holy Church; they accomplish the great mystery St Paul talks about (Eph 5:32). In a divided
World like ours, the mission of the Christian couple is to be a beacon, showing that it is possible to live a faithful,
fruitful and everlasting love, where both spouses are faithful and willing to receive and to experience the Grace of the
Holy Sacrament. What specifically distinguishes a Christian couple is this: the Christian spouses are two disciples, a
man and a woman who live their love in the Lord (1 Cor 7:39). Isn’t this the aim of the Monthly ‘sit down’ when the
couple meditates on their life in the presence of the Lord?
The Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI has declared this year as the Year of Faith, from October 2012 to November
2013. Benedict XVI is acutely aware that, from all points of view - societal, theological and Christian - the real crisis
in the Church and in the World is essentially a crisis of faith. In fact, faith, in essence, presupposes trust and love,
because we believe in those we trust and we only trust those for whom we feel friendship and love.
In the Apostolic Letter “Porta Fidei”, Benedict XVI invites the whole Church, each individual and each member of a
Movement, to reflect on faith, to rediscover not only the content of faith, that is, the truths in which we believe and
that are the object of faith, but also the act of faith, by which we choose to entrust ourselves fully to God in our
assent to the Word of God and to His mystery which is announced to us in the Church. For all this the Second
Vatican Council, whose fiftieth anniversary we have just finished celebrating, and the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, published 20 years ago, are of major importance as fundamental instruments to the comprehension of faith
in the two above mentioned dimensions.
Well, here we have a program for our Movement which wants to walk at the pace of the sentire cum Ecclesia (to
think with the Church). As a Movement, Equipes Notre Dame should always be an extra lively expression of faith
which is so necessary and urgent today, for all the reasons the Pope enunciates in “Porta Fidei”, and which all of us
recognize in our lives and in today’s World. Nevertheless, according to the Spirit of the Gospel, which we should
dare to live, our Movement and each of our Teams should be in the World but not belong to the World (Jn 17:16).
Benedict XVI expressly invites the Movements to foresee a moment, a precise date in which they may profess the
faith in communion with the whole Church. Therefore I here invite all the Responsible Couples and Spiritual
Counsellors to stay especially attentive to this wish of the Pope, in such a way that it becomes realizable at all levels
in our Movement.
May the Virgin Mary, the patroness of our Movement, bless and protect our activities and projects and lead us to her
Son, teaching us to do whatever He tells us to (Jn 2:5).
I greet you all with friendship in the Lord.
P. José Jacinto Ferreira de Farias, scj
Spiritual Counsellor of ERI
1

“To think with the Church”, or “to feel with the Church”; The saying, “sentire cum ecclesia” originates with St.
Ignatius of Loyola who uses it in one of his Spiritual Exercises.
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ERI International News September 2012
“Go and do likewise. Let the word become flesh. ”
After years of talking about and planning for the XIth International Gathering in Brasilia it is now time to
talk about its effect. For us there are 3 main objectives, firstly to receive the message and direction for the
next 6 years. Secondly the opportunity to share our experiences, learn from others and to make or deepen
friendships. Lastly it is a time to thank the retiring members of the Leading Team and to introduce the new
ERI members who will take the Movement forward to 2018.
The Message - to “Go and do likewise”.
The theme of the Good Samaritan permeated the Gathering. Each day the Gospel passage was read, an
image of the beaten man held in the Samaritan’s arms was magnified for all to see and a PowerPoint
presentation on an aspect of the parable was shown. Father Timothy Radcliffe OP, the keynote speaker,
expanded on the theme with particular reference to how this parable applies to Team members.
After he had accepted the invitation to speak in Brasilia, the Secretarial Couple visited him and spent time
discussing the movement, its methodology and its aims. He then spent considerable time learning more by
reading the Team’s material provided to him. Armed with this information he was then in a position to
apply the theme of the conference to his presentations but with a very specific Teams emphasis.
He noted that “You are the forefront of thinking about some questions which are urgent for the whole
Church”. “... you are deeply aware that many people find marriage difficult. It is often a place of
suffering, misunderstanding and even of violence.”
“You face a profound challenge, and it is a challenge for the whole Church: How can you be faithful to
your spirituality of marriage, and yet have a mission to our broken world, in which so many people live in
other relationships: cohabiting, divorced and remarried, gay? What mission do you have in this world of
wounded and broken relationships?” As our founder Father Henri Caffarel had done many years
previously, he talked of the vocation of marriage, of deepening our relationships, the challenges and the
meaning of love. He had discovered that Teams is not a movement of action but a movement of active
people. He mentioned finding the path forward and how to apply this message of charity and love in our
own lives. The first step, he suggested is to understand that we can make a difference, small actions can
have profound implications. He challenged us to look at our own marriages to see where we can extend
charity to our spouse. Secondly, we can be an example to our families and beyond that to the people
around us by accepting everyone where they are and not enforcing our ideals upon them.
Finally he challenged us: “Go and do likewise. Let the word become flesh. ” Now it is up to us as team
members to really “Dare to live the Gospel” and put the challenge into action!
Sharing
The small group meetings gave everyone a chance to personalise the message in a spirit of trust, to discuss
it openly with others who may have different experiences. This is seen by many as the greatest wealth of
an International Gathering and a way to take it from the academic to the personal. It is the honesty of those
involved that is the greatest gift of the sharing. We would also like to thank the Brazilian Organising Team
for their brilliant organisation of the whole Gathering and in particular the couple sit-down held in the
open.
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It was truly inspiring that we could gather near an image of a cathedral or church from our own country,
being showered by rose petals, and then break away for a sit-down just the two of us in a sea of people. It
was a wonderful public witness to marriage and a very moving experience.
New Leadership
On behalf of everyone we would like to express profound gratitude to Maria Carla and Carlo Volpini,
Christiane and Peter Annegarn and the Leading Team for all they have done for the Movement in the last 6
years. Even after working with them all, it would be impossible to say how much they have given of
themselves and the time they have dedicated to Teams, especially Maria Carla and Carlo who had been on
the Leading Team for 12 years. We feel sure their families will be delighted to have them back.
Since a picture can say a thousand words we have chosen to use pictures of the new members with their
names and roles as a way of introducing them; we hope you prefer it that way.
Jan and Peter Ralton
Eurasia Zone Liaison Couple

To and Ze Moura Soares
Leading Couple

Mahassan and Georges El Khoury
Central Europe

Père Jacinto Farias
Spiritual Counsellor

Clarita and Edgardo Bernal
Satellite Teams

Jan and Peter Ralton
Liaison Couple Eurasia Zone

Ana and Vasco Varela
Euroafrique Zone

Graca and Roberto Rocha
Americas Zone

Paulo and Isabel Amaral
Secretarial Couple

**************************************************************************************************

Prayer Intentions
For the deceased:
Geraldine McBrearty, Belfast. Kevin Jordan, son of Jim and Lynn, Belfast. Kevin Geraghty, husband of Jo,
Mullingar. Anna Glynn, daughter of Esther and the late Patsy, Galway. Thomas Hynes, father of Niamh Ní
Chroidheain, Dublin, Denis Johnston, husband of Celine, Mullingar.
For those who are ill:
Helen McCarrick and Emmy Lloyd, Galway.
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From the Regional Chaplain, Fr. Gerry Cassidy

Who is this Amazing Man, Jesus?
Whose human life reveals the heart of God.
I ask for the grace to Know Jesus intimately,
To Love him more intensely and Follow him more closely.
December 2012

Matthew 13: 54-58.

What images of Jesus or moments in his life have been important to you at different times in your life.?
What is there about Jesus which evokes a response of faith and trust from me?
January 2013

Mark 7:31-37

Jesus frequently associated with marginalised people, particularly the outcasts of society.
How comfortable am I with marginalised friends of Jesus in our world?
What feelings do I have in their company?
February 2013

Mark 8:27-29

What part of the message of Jesus is challenging to me at this time in my life? In what ways do I want to be
empowered by Jesus to live the call of the gospels more fully?
March 2013
Lord, teach me to be generous. Teach me to serve You as You deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to
fight and not heed the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labour and not ask for reward, save that of
knowing that I am doing Your will.
(St Ignatius)
What desires to be generous stir in you when you read this prayer?
What events in the public life of Jesus draw me to him?

Wishing all our readers a very happy and holy Christmas
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News from around the Region
Dublin
Dublin Sector Couple, Breda & Tony Preston completed their responsibilities with a flourish! Our annual
outing was a visit to the National Botanic Gardens in Glasnevin on the 8th September. Our Lady had
organised a beautiful day for her birthday. After the essential ‘meet and greet’, several groups headed at
once for coffee: then a guided tour with one of the knowledgeable and experienced Botanic staff. Time
went all too quickly as we listened fascinated with history and facts about many aspects of the Gardens and
some rare and beautiful plants and trees. Lunch was served to us seated together in the sunny courtyard.
We wanted to stay on ….Then time to stroll at our own pace, taking in the Sculpture Exhibition, partly in
an interior space, and also pieces displayed at various locations throughout the Gardens. Suddenly,
someone recognised a sculptor’s name- Petrina Shortt - daughter of John and Ireneus Shortt (Team 26). A
little special connection for us right there! Magic! Though we could not avail of a 20 minute video as
planned, it did not seem to matter. More time to enjoy God’s beautiful garden. One person, born and bred
in Dublin, admitted that this was a first visit. We got the impression that some have plans to return another
day. It seems ‘a great day was had by all’.
The Sector has been blessed with the leadership and guidance of a truly committed couple - Tony & Breda,
and their team over the past three years. On behalf of Dublin, we simply and sincerely say: “Thank you,
thank you”.
Dromantine was the splendid location of the Responsible Couples’ Weekend. We accepted the Sector
Candle as a symbol of our undertaking for the next three years. We are grateful to couples in the new
Sector Team that they have, without hesitation, accepted the call to service. Fr. Paddy Gleeson, who had to
step back from Teams a few years ago because of health issues, is happily back with us again, this time as
Sector Team Chaplain.
8th December Mass in Marianella at 7.30pm is the first event in our calendar. With the growth of Teams in
the Dublin Sector in the last few years, and with the Feast on a Saturday, we are hopeful that there will be a
larger than usual gathering. It is a good opportunity to experience the expanding Movement, to socialise,
to greet old friends, and to meet new faces. Our get-together last year was a real success as the
Redemptorist Community had made their Dining Room available to us. We again have this spacious,
inviting and relaxing facility. Let us all gather to celebrate the Eucharist and share precious time together.
Annual Retreat is planned in early March – likely Saturday & Sunday 2nd – 3rd. Particulars will be
circulated to all, and will also be posted on the website.
In this age of Information Technology, our website www.equipes-notre-dame.ie has become an important
communication tool in our Movement. We encourage all to become familiar with our site: browse, search
for and download documents (e.g. Timothy Radcliffe at Brasilia 2012), keep up to date with events and
link onto International sites. People from as far away as Australia link into us too, to enquire, be informed
and get the taste of the IrishTeams of Our Lady.
Joe & Áine Clayton
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Belfast
First of all we want to thank all those who attended the Responsible Couples’ Weekend in Dromantine
Retreat Centre, Newry, Co. Down on 6th/7th October last. Thanks also to those who helped us before and
during the weekend, many of whom were from the wider Teams’ movement in Ireland.
Our new sector team is ready for the year ahead, with Charlie and Maureen McMullan, Michael and Eithne
Clenaghan, and ourselves Moyra and Brendan Bunting as members. Paddy and Anne Scott and Gerry and
Margaret Mulhern are the retiring members who did great work in the last couple of years. Belfast sector is
getting organised for the December 8th celebration, starting with Mass in St Gerard’s Church followed by a
social evening in Deirdre and Declan Kennedy’s house. We are already planning the Retreat in the spring
and will hold a sector meeting about this in mid- January.
Charlie and Maureen McMullan are preparing for the wedding of their daughter Clare in December; sadly
Clare’s fiancé’s mother Geraldine McBrearty died recently after a short illness.
We were very sad also to hear of the death of Lynn and Jim Jordan’s son Kevin. We offer our sincere
sympathy to Lynn and Jim and their family, and to Kevin’s wife Máiread.
Please remember Geraldine and Kevin in your prayers.
Moyra and Brendan Bunting

Mullingar
The Mullingar sector held a most successful Information Meeting in the Mullingar Park Hotel on
Wednesday the 7th of November. We were delighted that many of our members came on the night to help
out, and we wish to express our gratitude to them for their attendance. We were also delighted that Bishop
Michael Smith, Fr. Michael Kilmartin, Fr. Paul Crosbie, Fr. Frank Monks and Fr. Declan Smith came
along to give us their support.
The meeting began by Antoinette’s lighting a candle in memory of Kevin Geraghty R.I.P. who passed to
his eternal reward recently. Kevin had been a member of Teams of Our Lady for 17 years, and was a
wonderful man who, sadly, died at a stage in his life when he had so much more to give, and his passing
has left a terrible void. Our sympathies for his wife Jo and his young family are profound.
There were many speakers on the night, and Bishop Smith, a member of Team 1 for the past 33 years,
emphasised in his speech that Teams is fundamentally a lay movement, which has the full support of the
Church.
Pat and Carmel Cunneen, the Regional Couple who are based in Dublin and who had come along to give us
their support, spoke about how the organization initially came to being and about what being in a Team of
Our Lady is all about. They also explained how in the first year the Study Topic is about setting up the
Team and getting familiar with the guidelines for running the meeting. They mentioned the confidentiality
aspect, the immediate bond that is felt by team members even in an international setting, the fact that we
are all striving and that that is what matters, and that, in a Team, we come to accept that we all have
weaknesses and shortcomings.
Margaret and Frank (Fagan) then spoke about the actual meeting, the number of meetings, the meal, and
the structure of the meeting. They also mentioned the extent to which, in their team, their chaplain would
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“illuminate” their deliberations on some section of the Gospels or the psalms which they had been
exploring.
Fr. Michael Kilmartin, a member of the Sector Team, spoke about the Chaplain’s role and in particular he
spoke about the immense benefit he gets, as a member of a Team, from being able to share the events of his
month in an environment of support and understanding.
Joe and I spoke about how Fr. Tommy O’Connor, a curate in Mullingar at the time, first suggested to us
that we might consider joining Teams of Our Lady and how we then, after further encouragement from
Liam and Dolores Corcoran and Tom and Valerie Moore, joined Team 4 which was already in existence.
We spoke about how we have shared the joys and sorrows of the last 24 years with the most wonderful,
kind, supportive and inspiring people whom we could ever have hoped to meet. Our Team has suffered
great loss and illness during our time together, but we, like other Teams, have been there for each other,
understanding and encouraging each other along life’s journey.
Joe spoke about the “wellness” health wheel, and about how, as members of Teams of Our Lady, our
spiritual “wellness” which is such an important segment of the “wheel” is nourished and thus ensures that
we maintain a balance in our lives. We spoke about how, as parents, we wanted our children to appreciate
how important our religion was to us. We noted that many of the members of Teams of Our Lady were
actively involved in community and parish groups in their free time. We mentioned about how we now
have the confidence to acknowledge our faith in any company.
Oliver Leavy spoke about how Teams of Our Lady initially started in Mullingar over 33 years ago, and
spoke about their own great loss prior to setting up the Teams movement. Both Oliver and Anne-Marie are
current members of Team 1.
Margaret and Andy (Donoghue) spoke about the “Endeavours”, and in particular mentioned that, at the
outset, the new Teams would only be requested to explore one endeavour at time. Again the emphasis was
on how much we strive rather than what we achieve. In particular they gave great insight into the Sit Down, and the Rule of life.
Matt and Anne (Gaffney) then spoke about the study topic and it was lovely to hear the way that they
prepare and spend time discussing the topic.. it is really here that the couple spirituality is in evidence.
Martin and Antoinette ( Shaw) then spoke about the social events i.e. , the three annual get-togethers of the
members of the Mullingar sector- those being the Retreat, the 8th of December Mass, and the summer
outing. Our outings have varied from visiting Maynooth College and Carton House, to going bowling
in Longford to table quizzes etc. All great memories for us all.
Stephen and Mary Cummins spoke about the extent to which involvement in Teams of Our Lady is not just
a prayer-world, but has a “mind, body and spirit” impact. Stephen noted how 17 years can fly by in a
situation where it has been a pleasurable experience. He also spoke of how he always left a meeting in a
“different place in his head,” than that in which he felt he was in prior to the meeting.
We had an opportunity to chat with the many people who had come along to find out more about Teams of
Our Lady, and we eagerly look forward to having new members in our sector shortly.
We hope to invite the new couples to a meeting shortly, and we then look forward to meeting them again at
our annual vigil Mass on December the 7th at the Sacred Heart Hospital in Ballinderry. We will have
Piloting Couples available for the new couples.
Margaret Fagan finished up the meeting by thanking all present, and, in particular she thanked the Sector
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Team for their help, but it must be acknowledged that Frank and Margaret did most of the work leading up
to the event, and we wish to thank them for the tremendous work which they have done to try to expand the
movement, and to enable other couples to enrich their lives by being part of Teams of Our Lady.
Joe and Assumpta O’ Meara
At time of going to press we heard of the death of Denis Johnston R.I.P. Denis died peacefully at home on
20th November. Our sympathy goes to Celine and the family. Denis and Celine were long standing
members of Teams and were editors of the Regional Newsletter for a number of years. Ar dheis Dé go
raibh a anam dílis.
Paddy and Jacinta Quigley

Galway
First of all we would like to say on our own behalf and on behalf of Teams in Galway, Míle Buíochas to
Billy and Ann Hyland for all the hard work and dedication they put into Teams over the past number of
years. We thank them sincerely and for their lovely presence always and their kindness and gentleness. We
tentatively take up the role of sector couple in Galway and Ann and Billy have assured us of their support
which we know we need.
Three couples from Galway attended the R.C. week-end in Dromantine, Newry in October, Billy and Ann
Hyland, Betty and Peter Quinlan and ourselves. It was very worthwhile. The speakers were excellent,
especially Johnston McMaster, a Methodist minister based in Belfast who explored the theme "The Road to
Emmaus" in a very fresh way. A sentence which comes to mind "Never underestimate the power of a cup
of coffee" a reminder of how important hospitality is in our lives. Dromantine is an S.M.A. house. We were
very warmly welcomed. The venue was great and we were blessed with beautiful weather. It was good to
meet so many team members and we came back recharged.
Team 3 of the Galway Sector (Joan & Enda Colleran R.C.) are organising the 8th December Mass which
will take place in the Jesuit Centre for Spirituality, 6 Ely Place, on Friday 7th December at 6.30 p.m. 6
Ely Place is just to the left of the Jesuit Church as you are facing it - 6 houses down). We hope that we will
have a good turn out and we are hoping to invite some couples who may be interested in joining teams.
We would ask Team members to remember Helen McCarrick and Emmy Lloyd in their prayers and also
the Glynn family whose daughter Anna died earlier this year.
Brendan and Máire Kelly
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Responsible Couples’ Weekend 2012
Report by Moyra and Brendan Bunting
The Responsible Couples’ Weekend was hosted by Belfast Sector at the Dromantine Retreat and Conference Centre, Newry, Co Down, on Saturday and Sunday 6th & 7th October 2012. The theme of the weekend was “The Road to Emmaus”.
The conference began on Saturday morning with guest speaker Rev. Dr. Johnston Mc Master, a biblical
scholar and well known ecumenist, who is also a Methodist minister. He made the scriptures come alive as
he described the story of the road to Emmaus, bringing out the sensitivity of Jesus’ approach in asking
“What matters are you discussing as you walk along?” rather than telling them in a direct way what they
needed to know. We were able to identify with the disciples in their disappointment and confusion, and remember times in our lives when we were in a similarly negative frame of mind. Johnston gave two talks on
the topic, one in the morning and the other in the afternoon. He divided the story into two parts for his
talks: before they recognised Jesus, and after they recognised Him in the breaking of bread.
Maureen and Charlie McMullan (Belfast 2) gave us a talk on “Our Faith Journey” sharing their life journey
together. They had found that after some years in their early married life, doing “Marriage Encounter”
made a great change in their lives. Their talk was very honest and moving and much enjoyed by everyone.
And they gave us an excellent question for our discussion groups: “Can you recall any event that was significant on your journey of life?” This question evoked some very deep sharing in small groups.
Later in the afternoon Fr Gerry Cassidy (our Regional Chaplain) gave a talk on Journeying to Compostela,
Billy and Ann Hyland each spoke on one of the Endeavours: the Rule of Life and Reading the Scriptures;
and Fr Brian O’Toole gave us a talk about the Teams’ International Gathering in Brazil, which gave us
some idea of the immensity and spirit of this meeting.
Team Meetings took place in the evening in separate rooms in the conference centre. Questions for the
team meetings were: 1) What are the biggest changes you have lived through in your lifetime? How did you
deal with them? 2) Who are the friends and strangers we need on the road to help find meaning or make
sense out of life, or enrich our sense or experience of God?
We ended the day with Night Prayer of the Church in the small prayer room.
Sunday morning began with Morning Prayer and preparation for Mass.
Then we had Mass at which Bishop John McAreavy was the main celebrant, together with Fr Gerry Cassidy. There was beautiful organ music to accompany our hymns thanks to Jacinta Quigley. The readings for
the day were very appropriate as they were on Marriage, and Bishop McAreavy gave a very good sermon
on this topic, one of the best we have ever heard. At the end of Mass we had a blessing for the new Sector
Couples taking responsibility: Áine and Joe Clayton for Dublin Sector, and Máire and Brendan Kelly for
Galway Sector. There was also a special blessing for our Regional Couple whose 40th Wedding Anniversary was that day!
After a coffee break we had a talk by another guest speaker, Michele Marken, who is well known as a
teacher and often is heard on radio on “Thought for the day” or “Sunday Sequence”. Michele told us about
her early close-knit family life in a large Catholic family; and then about her career as a head teacher in
Belfast during the Troubles, when she was able to raise the standards of a secondary school in a working
class area of Belfast.
Following this we had a very enlightening presentation from our Super-Regional Couple Antony and Janet
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Denman, who had just flown over on Saturday night after attending another Regional Conference in England. After reports on Literature, Newsletter, Finance and the Website, we finished up with a talk by the
Regional Couple on a range of topics including inviting more couples to join Equipes Notre-Dame.
A highlight of the weekend was the presence of new Responsible couples who had never been to an RC
Weekend before.
We thank all those who attended and all who helped make this an enjoyable, and we hope fruitful, weekend.

Photo by Brendan Bunting shows the group at Dromantine
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2014 – CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF TEAMS IN IRELAND & TRANSATLANTIC
SUPER REGIONAL GATHERING
Two wonderful events are planned for Teams in the year 2014; both will be celebrated together.

In 2014 Équipes Notre-Dame will celebrate 50 years in Ireland. It will be a great occasion for us to
remember John and Bernadette Blayney and the pioneers of that time, who brought us the great gift
that is Teams of Our Lady. We would like to reflect on the many lives that have been touched, those
departed and those who through their marriage covenant have stayed with teams for 10, 20, 30, 40
and even 50 years. It is a time for us to show the charism of our movement and to let others know of
it. We want to welcome to this celebration also those who spent some time in Teams. They will need
to be contacted.

We will also host the Transatlantic Super Region Gathering - last held in Swanwick in 2010 - a Gathering that reflects our diversity. Members from Great Britain, Trinidad & Tobago, English speaking
South Africa, Malawi and Zambia, will be present. We have also invited Team members from other
countries to come to our celebration. Our Super Regional Couple, Antony and Janet Denman will invite the Leading Couple in Teams, José and Maria Berta Moura Soares, to join us for this celebration.
The Gathering has many of the features of a Responsible Couples’ weekend, which includes teaching, faith
sharing, team meetings. Because of the 50 year celebration, we hope to have a mix. We need to open our
celebration by asking Archbishop Martin to join us and other guests. We also need, in the best Gaelic tradition, to celebrate in music, song, dance and craic this unique occasion. All Sectors will be invited to become involved in various ways. Each will have their own gift of music, song, dance, hospitality, creativity
or organisational skills. As we live in strained economic times, we will be conscious of costs for those at
home and for those travelling from our far flung Super Region. A few further details:
Dates: Friday 15th – Sunday 17th August 2014, coinciding with Feast of The Assumption
(15th)
Location: Kings Hospital, (close to M50/Liffey Valley) RESIDENTIAL facilities - pre and post .
Friday Aug 15th: Informal Gathering/Registration
Sat/Sun Aug 16th /17th: Full programme including Evening Party on Sat 16th
We hope to have home and international speakers. We wish to remember those who have passed away.
You can help in this process by forwarding such information to Proinnsias Ó’hAilín. We will have a 50
year ‘reflection’, voice and visual record. Those who have served some time in Teams will be made welcome by those of you who still have contact with them. We need your many gifts and talents to make this
event a success. Music and other related ministries for both the Liturgy and the ‘Party’ need to come forward so that we have time to get volunteers involved. Equally other services of transport and hospitality
will be necessary. We need to build in a childrens’ programme as many families at home and abroad will
take advantage of the occasion. We will need to compliment the residential offering in King’s Hospital
with ‘house’ hospitality where economics dictates.
We are looking for feedback on this agenda. Your ideas on the organisation, liturgy, music, logistics,
teaching, are most welcome. We need lots of helpers. A special section on the web site will inform as the
Gathering plans develop. In early 2013 we will firm up on costs, so that overseas visitors can plan.
Above all, we need your ideas, support and prayers for this unique occasion.
Pat and Carmel Cunneen
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Preparation & Planning for
50th Celebrations & Transatlantic Super Regional Gathering
Please - Let us have your ideas!
1.

My ideas for the Gathering weekend are ……..

2.

I am prepared to volunteer and would like to help with………

3.
What gifts / talents in music, dance, drama, storytelling etc. do you have yourself, or
friends have, that would make a contribution to the entertainment?

4.

Who would I like to invite ( former members of teams)

Contact/feedback; sector couple, newsletter, or 2014 team

Volunteers Wanted!
For the 2014 Teams Celebrations & Gathering
Exciting times! We need LOTS of volunteers to make this
Gathering a Super Success.

We all have many skills and interests.
What are your gifts? Liturgy, organisational skills, choir, ‘home’ hospitality, dancing, transport,
‘can do’ attitude, drama, attention to detail, IT skills,
working with others, booking, creativity, music, conversation,
children’s activities, willingness, storytelling, entertainment…..
Get in touch with your Sector Couple today
and be part of the

BEST EVER TEAMS EVENT!
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To Dare to Live the Gospel (Part Two)

Fr. Brian O’Toole Cssp

I thank the ‘Teams of Our lady’ for the opportunity to take part in the END XI Gathering
‘Encontro’, held in Brasilia during July 2012. It was indeed exciting where we experienced
life in the Kingdom of God as simple and accessible; something very good and tangible. I hope the
Gathering ‘Encontro’ challenge of “Daring to Live the Gospel” will lead us into a new space, full of
possibilities. Following Jesus is indeed an adventure where we are coaxed and lured to journey on the way;
onwards, upwards and inwards.
The Theme:
The Good Samaritan Luke 10:29 – 37. The text opens with 15 action verbs; actions of disengagement and
then we are led through a conversion of “seeing” which enable us to take up actions of engagement in
service to the half-dead person; the half-dead church; the half-dead country.
“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho” (Luke 10,30): The lawyer had asked ‘who is my
neighbour’ – was ego centric and wants to know the limits of neighbourliness. Jesus tells him that he
must forget who he is and that he must become for those who need him. It is to let go of final self
definition. Marriage is a promise to discover who we are. Marriage is to carry out a voyage of
discovery; a promise to let the other go on ‘surprising’.
“Seeing him” (Luke 10, 33): The priest and the Levite see from the outside; they see a problem. Jesus,
however, sees from the inside; he sees the invisible. Our starting point is always to see in others what is
good in their lives and to build on this. Sometimes it is easier not to see because seeing demands a
response. In marriage our sight is given in love; in each other’s love we catch a glimpse, by the corner
of an eye, glances that speak and tell us who we are. Sight given by love has no limits and leads us into
infinity of movement and service.
“He had compassion” (Luke 10.33): He was moved at the core of his being; to ‘feel with’. In compassion
we identify with but also recognise the mystery of the other. Jesus lets us see him even when dead on
the cross when he can’t look back. He lets us see him in his vulnerability. There is mutuality in
compassion; a friend is half of my own soul.
“Take care of him and on my way back I will make good any extra expense” (Luke 10.35): The
Samaritan has his plans turned upside down. He uses all that he has; oil, wine, cloth. Love calls us to
lose control of our plans. We free ourselves from our culture of control and move into an unexpected
future. Our deepest freedom is to give life away. In marriage we give our lives to one another; we let go
of control. This is the freedom of marriage.
“Go and do likewise”(Luke 10.37): Our words have to be translated into actions. The journey of the
parable from Jerusalem to Jericho is an allegory for the human story where we each descend into
ourselves to make those choices between life and death. END is a movement of active couples and
active spiritual accompaniers where continually we are asked to make choices between life and death;
being of service to the half-dead person, the half-dead church, the half-dead country, the half-dead
movement. God’s word will not be frustrated; love will have the victory. “Go and do likewise” not the
same but we must discover what.
The Refrains: “No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known” (John 1.18)
“I believe that in the Church, we must not content ourselves to talk of marriage and love, we must speak of
the couple”… “The couple’s love is the living revelation of God’s love” – Father Henri Caffarel.
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Three enriching processes:


The nourishment of ‘mixed-teams’ ‘equipes mistas’ was as unexpected as rewarding; a real gift.
Isn’t this how God’s power works, hidden in real life situations. Like the power of the yeast that
works secretly in the dough and completely transforms it? How God arrives in our lives, almost
imperceptibly but with the energy to change everything. After three meetings totalling 6 hours of
profound exchanges it was as if we were swimming more and more into the unfathomable ocean of
God’s love.



The ‘testimonies’ ‘testemunho’ of couples were unique; nothing artificial or forced but talking
about real life lived and therefore not needing to resort to abstract ideas or complicated sentences. In
this heart to heart sharing the couples showed how God helped them see their world in a new light;
how God led them more deeply into their own experience; that they could meet God there in the
depths of their married lives. These testimonies lead us into an experience of a view of life where
God is good and where his goodness fills everything; where his love and mercy is already erupting in
ordinary human life; in our ordinary lives.



The ‘Public Act’ ‘Ato público’ on the Esplanade of the Ministries to demonstrate the centrality of
the ‘Sit-Down’; it is a dialogue where both partners talk and listen without manipulation or
deception. Where we appreciate togetherness and sincere dialogue that can heal our wounds. Where
each seeks for the benefit of the other; an encounter where we seek the will of God for us.
“... beyond the resources of the grace of the sacraments, [the Movement] proposes to [couples], with
great wisdom, a “method rich in commitments and simple and concrete suggestions to live day by day
the incarnated spirituality of Christian spouses. Among them, it stresses the “duty to sit down together,”
that is, the commitment to hold periodically a time of personal dialogue between the spouses, during
which each one presents to the other, with total sincerity and in a climate of mutual listening, the most
important problems and situations in the life of the couple... Hence, cultivate this valuable habit of
sitting together to talk and to listen to each other, to understand one another again and again in face of
the surprises and difficulties of the long journey”. (the Papal Letter to the Gathering)

My Hopes and dreams for Ireland Teams:








That we live more what we profess by calling ourselves Catholic; that we strive to become: inclusive,
big hearted, broad minded, and generous.
That we pray more fervently for the courage and enthusiasm “To dare to Live the Gospel” by
fulfilling our baptismal promises.
That a reflection be undertaken to explore ways of faith support for couples who are separated,
divorced, remarried or co-habiting and with those who have been in any way wounded by conjugal
love.
That each couple and Spiritual Accompanier takes the responsibility to invite others to share life in
‘Teams’; to invite others to make this encounter with Jesus – ‘One joins for God, one stays for God’.
That facilitation is offered to all, in developing skills relating to faith sharing and faith building.
That prayer is intensified for the canonisation of the Servant of God Henri Caffarel.

In Part three and final part of this article some of the insights from the talks by Fr. Timothy Radcliffe OP re
Sexual Ethics, as well as some gleanings on: ‘The Mission of Teams’, ‘The Endeavours’ and ‘FaithSharing’ will be presented.
“Go and do likewise” (Luke 10.37)
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Reflecting on a window

Elizabeth Roddy, Corcullen, Galway

In the church of St Ignatius in Galway, affectionately known as the “Jes”, there is a stained glass window
behind the high altar, which depicts the Nativity. In the foreground Mary, enveloped in blue robes, kneels
before her new born baby, holding a big white cloth to wrap round his tiny body as swaddling clothes. On
the left stands Joseph dressed plainly in brown, the colour of wood, which is what after all he works in. On
the right are six shepherds, one of whom is a shepherdess. They look like a group of down to earth country
people who have just come in from work in the fields. Some kneel reverently, others stand in the
background. The woman carries a basket on her head. In front of her is what looks like a clutch of
chickens. Maybe she’s just been to market and has brought them as a present. A sheep lies in the
foreground peacefully asleep and there seems to be a dog as well. So far this is a typical nativity scene with
all one would expect to find there. However behind Joseph there is another figure. It is St Ignatius vested
for Mass. Somehow the inclusion of Ignatius says something very powerful to me. He would always
encourage people to pray with scripture by imagining the particular setting of a bible passage, using the
senses to become fully present to the particular event. Here he would invite them to see the young mother
delighting in her new baby, her husband Joseph standing watching over them, to hear the cry of the infant,
the lowing of the animals and to smell the hay. So it is appropriate that the saint who recommended this
form of prayer should himself become part of the picture.
It was in fact Francis of Assisi who first popularized the idea of a crib, for like Ignatius, he wanted people
to become involved in the fundamentals of their faith. He persuaded a rich man to provide the animals and
the celebration of the vigil around the setting of the crib moved people deeply. So perhaps the window in
Galway, instead of being just a beautiful tableau can come to life. Those shepherds in the “Jes” take up at
least half the window so they occupy a prominent position. Yet at the time of Jesus’ birth, they shared the
same lowly status as the tax collectors!
They have hurried straight from the hills, where they have been watching their sheep. They have come just
as they are in their country clothes that are dirty and smelly. They are very excited and talking at the tops of
their voices about what the angels have told them. They have brought animals, the sheep, the chickens and
the dog .There are cattle there too since it is a stable. The animals are restless; they are curious as to what is
going on. It is very noisy indeed. The dog is barking, the cattle mooing, the chickens clucking, they have
escaped from their basket and are eagerly scratching around in the hay. The sheep has woken up and is
bleating loudly. Everyone is talking at once, wanting to know all about the marvellous event that has taken
place. One of the shepherds has engaged Joseph in earnest conversation about milking the cow and finding
wood for a fire. Mary has jumped up from her knees and is joyfully welcoming her guests. Her loving
smile makes them feel at home immediately. The woman with the basket shows her the baking she has
brought and some local produce. She takes the baby in her arms and gives Mary plenty of advice as to how
to look after him. She should know, she’s reared a big family herself. Mary is grateful for the support of
another, older woman..Oh yes the stable at Bethlehem is a very busy place.
Christianity has at it’s centre a God who is not remote and aloof but as Enda Lyons so beautifully puts it,
paints a self portrait (1) as a helpless baby. Many people today speak of church as either the building in
which they worship or distant dictatorial prelates who have no dealings with ordinary folk. Yet the stained
glass in the Jes tells a very different story. As Francis and Ignatius saw in their different ways church is
interactive and dynamic and involves all of us. There is room for everyone in the stable.
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Bethlehem is not 2000 years ago but it is now. It is new beginnings and new opportunity in a community
which has taken some very hard knocks, but survives and renews itself. Modern society tends to focus on
big things; status, power, money and appearance yet at the root of our faith is an ordinary family, who
could not find a room, whose baby had to be born in a stable and whose first visitors were among the most
despised people in society.
As I look at the window in St Ignatius’ two things come to mind. Firstly that we need a constant awareness
of how God works in our lives in the most unexpected and sometimes seemingly insignificant ways.
Ignatius would say “Find God in everything.” Secondly the presence of St Ignatius in the nativity scene
reminds me not only of the gift of the Society of Jesus but that friends gathered together, priest and people
around God Incarnate who has come to join us is the only church I can believe in. Venite Adoremus!.
(1)

Jesus: A Self Portrait by God. by Enda Lyons.

Group taken at Dublin Sector Outing Botanic Gardens 8th September 2012

Republic of Ireland
Population(2012) 4.59m
Christian 94.5%

Other Denominations 10.3%

Catholic 84.2%

Muslim 1.1%

Weddings in 2011, 28995

Civil Ceremonies

ChurchCeremonies

First marriages for both

Divorces (in 2009) 3670

Same-sex Partnerships 536(2011, 1st yr )

Other comments on the state of marriage and divorce in your country
There are rapid social changes in Ireland, and marriage breakdown is increasing fast, as shown in the graph,
with an 80% increase in lone parent families since 1986.The number of cohabiting couples has now risen to
143,600. Urban areas tend to have much higher rates of marital breakdown than those in rural areas. Divorce
was first introduced in 1997, and the divorce rate has now risen to 4.2% for the general population. Divorce
amongst Roman Catholics is a little lower but still significant at 3.6%.

The number of children being raised in non-marital families is now above 1 in 4 (21.6% with single parent,
and 6.4% with cohabiting couples), close to levels in Great Britain and USA and above the European average
of 14.9%. 36%of new babies in 2011 were born to single parents.
Couples who marry are also marrying later, with those age 25 to 29 who are married dropping from 56% in
1986, to 19% in 2006. Those aged between 40 and 59, on the other hand, are considerably more likely than
average to divorce or separate. There are probably two main reasons for the relatively high rate of marital
breakdown in this age cohort. The first is that individuals in their 40s and 50s have been married long enough
to encounter difficulties in their marriage which they might find insurmountable. The second reason may be
the more liberal values of this generation which tends to value individual freedom and personal fulfilment
very highly.
The Civil Partnership Act came into effect on 1 January 2011, and 536 civil partnerships were recognised in
2011.
Although the percentage of the Catholic population is high at 84.2%, it should be noted that this is the lowest
ever recorded, and reached a peak of 94.9% in 1961. The reduction is mainly matched by an increase in those
saying they have “no religion”, with a lower increase in Orthodox Christians and Muslims.
According to your opinion and experience, what are the most urgent needs regarding the couple and marriage in your country?
Reversing trend of cohabiting couples and births outside of the marriage. Reversing divorce and separation
rates. Education at Primary and secondary school level, Parenting, Preparation for marriage, relationship and
sex education.
How does the Church answer these needs?
Church seems to be cut off from these issues. They need to preach the value of marriage and the need for children to be reared in that environment. They need to affirm marriage as a great sacrament.
Couple need to give more witness, in the Church to marriage.
However, the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland has suffered from continuing scandals associated with childsex abuse and the handling of the issue. This has undermined the authority of the Church to preach and is likely to be implicated in the drop of numbers attending church and stating they are catholic.
What do we expect from the Church?
Clarity on the issue of marriage and the family. Teaching. Affirmation of church movements which help marriage, and support married spirituality.

